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EDITORIAL 


Fposennew. sees the annual R.A.C. British Trials 
dpe Championship, when the pick of the U.K.’s 
mud-pluggers will do battle in the Cotswolds for the 
honour of being acclaimed 1950 Champion. Whilst the 
winning of one particular trial may not show the con- 
sistency and week-end to week-end skill that is necessary 
to win the B.T.D.A. Star, there is little doubt that the 
R.A.C. event now ranks as the most important in the 
trials calendar. 

Trials-driving is a peculiarly British pastime, and the 
appearance of scores of “specials” pays tribute to the 
skill and ingenuity of the people who are actively in- 
terested in winter motor sport. These cars give untold 
pleasure to their creators, and cause many non-trials- 
minded folk almost to throw a fit whenever they are 
mentioned. 

Even the most venomous critic of the trials special 
must admit that these vehicles have enabled many drv:rs 
who could not possibly afford to risk en’ering their every- 
day machines in events, to compete at fairly low cost with 
a reasonable chance of success. Trials in themselves 
cannot bring profit to individual entrants. What critics 


sporting contest, and that all thought of “improving the 
breed” has long passed into the limbo of forgotten things. 
Your true mud-plugger is more concerned with improv- 
ing the breed of trials cars, as the shzer pleasure in con- 
quering difficult observed sections is the main reason for 
evolving specials. 

It must be admitted that there have been, and still are, 
a few outlandish designs which tend to make the sport 
look a trifle ridiculous. Autosport is no champion of 
the freak, but we do feel that the average trials car comes 
in for plenty of undeserved criticism. There cannot be 
much wrong with a sport which gives untold pleasure to 
hundreds of enthusiasts, and serves as an outlet for 
mechanical ingenuity and exceptional driving skill. 

Sports car manufacturers, with the exception of Dellow 
and Allard, do not produce cars suitable for cross- 
country motoring. Consequently, the proved inability 
of roadworthy production vehicles to proceed non-stop 
over chosen trials routes has resulted in the creation of 
cars that can do so. Trials folk love their sport, and see 
no reason to condemn perfectly good road cars merely 
because they happen to be unsuitable for week-end mud- 
plugging. They simply set about evolving cars that are 
suitable. 

Yes indeed, the average mud-plugger is an extremely 
tolerant person. Would that some of the critics of trials 
were every bit as tolerant! 


UR COVER PICTURE: 


MAC'S BACK : Familiar view of Dunlop Mac attending to 
the tyres of the XK 120 Jaguar dering the resent sxccenfid 
‘demonstration at Mont 


théry. Leslie Johnson 
Just taken over, whilst Stirling 


‘Moss looks on. 


Pit and 
Paddock 


E, WILKINSON, known to all and 

sundry as “Wilkie”, has settled 
down in Edinburgh in partnership with 
David Murray. They have acquired 
the business of Merchiston Motors, 
12/13 Merchiston Mews, Edinburgh. It 
is Wilkie’s intention to open a tuning 
department on the lines of the old 
Bellevue Racing Shop. 


QUARRY-BASHING. S. Pipe (Ford) on Devonshire Cream, a quarry section 
which provided grand sport in last week-end’s Lockhart-Bossingham Trial, organized . . . 


by “Berko™. 


GREHING moss has taken up an active directorship in 
the Kieft Car Construction Co., Ltd. 


. * . 


sor Dept. To Mr. and Mrs. Jack Fairman, a son. 
|All three doing fine. 


. . . 


Gas YATES is at present in the King Edward VII 
Hospital, Welbeck Street, being repaired after a road 
accident to a car in which he was passengering. 


"ALK of organizing a long distance sports car race in 

Great Britain. At least one circuit wouldn't have 
objecting resicents, so the possibility of a “24-Hours” 
is being considered. 


——- time ago a Belfast enthusiast fitted his M.G. with 
’a saloon body in modern full-width style. Several 
months elapsed, and then a puncture revealed the in- 
teresting fact that it was necessary to saw off the mud- 
guard valances before the wheels could be removed. 


* . . 


LLEMA'S conspirators are at it again. British drivers will 
now have to fall into line with their French com- 
patriots by fitting yellow-coloured bulbs in their head- 
lamps. We can see Mr. Lucas being very busy with ochre 
tints and whatnot! 


EG PARNELL’s new E.R.A.-powered Formula 2 car 

will shortly be raceworthy. The unblown, 2-litre 
power-plant is installed in a much-modified Maserati 
chassis. Incidentally John James will probably be seen 
at the wheel of Parnell’s San Remo Maser., next season. 


pRonmeniaD rain caused postponement of the Argen- 
tine 500 Miles Road Race due to have been run on 
the Garea circuit on 10th December. Fastest practice 
laps were put up by Fangio, Rosier and Gonzalez in that 
order—all handling 4}-litre Lago-Talbots. 


HEY say that the Talbot concern at Saresnes may have 
to restrict next season’s racing programme, unless the 
hoped for “financial transfusion” happens, Pity Talbots 
couldn't have had a nibble at part of the millions of 
francs expended on the C.T.A,-Arsenals which is at 
present in the “temporary?” keeping of Tony Lago. 


* * . 


M iC Cc Daily Express 1,000 Miles Rally results 
+©.C cave just come to hand. Analysis shows 
that 470 entries were accepted, forty-two non-started, 
ninety-two retired and twelve failed to finish within the 
stated time limit. The organizers are considering giving 
a Souvenir Award to all finishers. 


. . . 


NY GAGE will not betake himself back “Down Under” 

for some time. His new short-wheelbase, rubber- 
suspended, 2-litre unsupercharged Alta is the main 
reason for staying behind. The Australian wields a useful 
wheel, and has just the right brand of heavy boot for 
Formula 2 stuff. 


NRT weeks issue will contain a complete and fully- 
illustrated report of the R.A.C. Trials Champion- 
ship, in addition to many special Christmas features, 
including a Gerard Crombac review of the Continental 
Grand Prix Formula Cars of 1950-51. 
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Lockhart-Bossingham Won on Hills 


O= thing about modern trials 
jis that tne more filthy the 
weather, the cheerier competitors 
and officials are. Competitors hope 
fervently that there will be plenty of 
toug 1 sections, and officials pray for 
rain to provide a decent sporting 
course. Anyway Major Armand 
Blackley, Gordon Simmons, P. Ver- 
dier, W. N. Croysdill, K. Blythe, 
A.D.G. Beveridge and other “Berko" 
stalwarts must have put in some over- 
time on the praying business, for 
last Sunday's Lockhart-Bossingham 
Trial, whicn started from Acland and 
Tabor's Garage near Welwyn, was 
fun in a continuous downpour. 

The thirty-four miles course 
wound its way via Codicote and 
Wheathampstead to Watling Street 
and then to the King’s Arms at 
Berkhamsted. A well-chosen route 
included several very interesting 
sections, and one hill, Aunt Wood 2, 
which turned out to be practically a 
stopper. 


Aunt Wood Troublesome 


No one had any trouble at Heath 
Hop, but Aunt Wood | caused 
fourteen failures, including Derek 
Buckler (1,172 Buckler S) and C. F. 
Crossby (1,203 Vauxhall S). The 
second section played havoc with 
clean sheets at this comparatively 
early stage. Not a solitary success 
was registered by the seven “up to 
1,100 c.c.” folk. J. C. Smith (1,172 
Bartlett) opened the score for the 
I}-litre brigade with a first-rate 
climb, in which he was emulated by 
Dave Price (1,172 Price). Gerry Pen- 
tony (1,450 Cyclops) went up seem- 
ingly with bags of power to spare. 
Then came a long succession of 
failures, Ken Burgess tried despera- 
tely to force the white Allard through 
the leafy mould, but it definitely 
wasn’t a big car hill. Gerry Hancock 
and Ben Brown shot off confidently 
in their trim Dellows, with blowers 


Gerry Pentony, winner of the Bossingham 
Trophy, negotiating Devonshire Cream with 
hs Cyclops (Voushall engine, Morris Minor 


PROVISIONAL RESULTS 


The Bossingham Memorial Cup (best 
Pesformance)—Gerry Pentony (1,450 Cy- 


"Monte ‘Challenge Cup—Gerry Han- 
cock (1,172 Dellow S.), 

‘Simmons Cup (best performance, up to 
750 c.c.)—R. E. Lang (747 Austin). 

Best Performance up to 1,100 c.c— 
D. Wyburn (747 D.H.G. Austin). 

Best Performance, Unlimited ¢.c.—Vic 
Biggs (1,172 Ford S.). 

First Class Awards—J. C. Si 
Bartlett), Michael Lawson (I, 
Dave Price (1,172 Price). 

Second Class—P. ©. Brookes (1,172 
ER.P,), J. V. Lewis (1,175 Ford). 


Starters, 30; retirements, 4. 


a,172 
Lotus), 


"S VAUXHALL-POWERED CYCLOPS BEATS UP THE FORDS— 
iE CLEAN SHEET IN BERKHAMSTED SPORTING TRIAL 


whistling, but both came to rest at 
approximately the same spot. How- 
ever, Vic Biggs (1,172 Ford S) stop- 
ped ‘the rot with a perfectly judged 
ascent, which, as it happened com- 
pleted ‘the list of successes. 

The special test at Whitwell Hill 
saw Pentony take the honours with 
13 secs. Other good times were 
returned by Gerry Hancock, 13.2 
secs., Dave Price, 13.4 secs., Ken 
Burgess, 13.6 secs., and Ben Brown 
and Vic Biggs, each with 13.8 secs. 

Then on to Devonshire Cream 
for a spot of quarry-bashing on a 
most ferocious-looking section, 

(continued overleaf) 


DEVONSHIRE CREAM (above). N. Over« 

ton’s Standard requires additional manual 

“horse-power” to clear the last section of the 
hill. 


(Right). A. G. Pine forces his Austin-Ford 
through the muddiest part. P. J. Lovell's 
M.G., which had previously broken a couple 
of universal joints, is seen in the background. 


“Lockhart-Bossingham"—continued 
which at one time looked as if it were 
going to stop everyone. However, 
Michael (No Trailer) Lawson and 
Lotus showed everyone just how it 
should be climbed and the towing- 
team breathed more easily. 

The “under eleven hundreds” 
didn’t have too happy a time. P. J. 
Lovell’s veteran M-type M.G. hit a 
bump, aviated, and landed at the 
expense of two broken universal 
joints and a bent prop. shaft. R. E. 
Lang (747 Austin) scored the sole 
success in this category, although 
A. D. Hasmer (747 Austin) made a 
short effort to clear the final section. 

A. G. Pine ( Ford) 
just managed it after a preliminary 
mud-bath, and S. Pipe had a door 
fly open, and his alligator-type bon- 
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net all but lifted during his Ford’s 
successful climb. Pentony trickled 
up with ease, whilst both Gerry Han- 
cock and Derek Buckler (1,172 
Buckler) stormed up at speed. Ken 
Burgess was also very fast. 


Price’s Near-Prang on Purma 


Purma was a steep, short acclivity 
leading out of a chalk-pit. A double 
step caused plenty of excitement, and 
gave spectators a full view of the 
undersides of chassis, After several 
more or less spectacular leaps, Dave 
Price arrived at high velocity. His 
car reared upwards on its rear tyres, 
whilst the front wheels pawed the air; 
everything portable fell out of the 
car, almost including its occupants, 
before it finished up on a ledge. 

Ken Burgess's Allard also gave a 
gigantic leap, sending marshal Tony 

umfitt scurrying for cover, and 
sweeping all the marking tapes up 
with it, Pentony was another who 
whipped the tapes with him, during 
his model ascent. 


Biggs—“Highest” of the Day 

However, the father of all caro- 
batics was’ provided by Vic Biggs. 
His Ford shot high in the air, teetered 
almost vertically for a fraction of a 
second, looked as if it were about to 
topple over backwards, but continued 
non-stop. Ben Brown's Dellow 
leapt just enoug: to clear the steps, 
and careered up at speed. Jackman 
(Dellow) took it rather too quietly, 
stopped, had a second (unofficial) 
go, and did it easily. Bowman's 
Ford V-8 halted with about rather 
less than. one bank of cylinders 
operating. 

Lang and Hasmer cleverly directed 
their little Austins on the best possible 
path. Other successful attempts were 
made by Smith (Bartlett), Lawson 

(Lotus), P. D. Brookes (1,172 E.R.P.), 

uckler, Hancock, Crossby and 
M. W. Todd (1,172 Dellow). In all, 
a dozen drivers reached the top 
unaided. 

‘The derelict quarry at Trowley’s 
Bottom was dead simple, and after 
moving the start further back to the 

ide of the road, muddy 
Delight was merely a 
hill-climb. As it so happened, 
heavy rain obliterated marshals’ 
sheets to such an extent, that the 
stewards decided to scrub the hill. 
(continued on page 520) 


PSEUDO-ARCTIC. Ken Burgess (Allard) becomes entangled with the marker 
tapes as he leaps over the step on Purma, a chalk-quarry near Codicote. 


M. W. Todd's Dellow does a spectacular jump at Purma. This section comsed @ 
varied selection of carobatics and only a dozen drivers were unpenalized. 
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“I must say, I didn’t realize that this was what you meant by a motoring honeymoon!" 
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Two and John's Delight. Best ap- 
proach for spectators is the main 
Winchcomb road from Cheltenham, 
and in the village of Prestbury take 
the first turn rig st, after a 90-degree 
left turn off te main road. 


Syde and Saw Mills 


Syde can be reached by turning 
right off the main Birdlip-Cirencester 
road; it is on Cox's Farm, Saw 
Mills is about two miles beyond 
Foston’s Ash Inn, just off the east side 
of the Birdlip-Stroud road, Shale 
Slope is off the Gloucester road past 
the Air Balloon Inn (signpost Cold 
Slad) butis notsuitable for spectators. 

Middle Jinny is off Leckhampton 
Hill, on the outskirts of Cheltenham 
on the Birdlip road. 

This, then, is the set-up for the 
Championship. It is worth noting 
that the assisting clubs are Sunbac, 
Cheltenham, Bristol, West Hants and 


Saturday’s R.A.C. Trials Championship 


SIXTY-EIGHT SELECTED ENTRIES FOR COTSWOLDS EVENT 


‘ECCA of all trials enthusiasts to- 

morrow (16th December) will be 
Cheltenham, where the Third Annual 
R.A.C, British Trials Drivers’ Cham- 
pionship starts from Montpelier 
Gardens at 9.31 a.m. The entry of 
sixty-eight is representative of Great 
Britain’s top-line mud-pluggers who 
‘have managed to obtain tne qu: 
‘cations necessary to ensure in’ 
tions. Naturally the north predomi- 
nates, with thirty-five entries. The 
south of England is represented by a 
total of twenty-five, Scotland by five 
and Ulster by three. 


Surprise Wharton Entry 


Amongst the surprise entries is 
1948 and 1949 Champion Ken 
Wharton in an A40 Austin-engined 
Wharton, who, it was rumoured, had 
given up mud-plugging in favour of 
racing and rallying. 1950 B.T.D.A. 
Star winner Cyril Bold will be a 
strong favourite, but with such a 
galaxy of talent no one could possibly 
attempt to forecast the eventual 
winner. 

The majority of AuTosport’s trials~ 
minded readers are familiar with the 
names in the accompanying list of 


entries, with the possible exception 
of the Scotsmen and Ulstermen. 
From north of the border we have 
Nigel Kennedy with his blown Stafo- 
nak, Peter Goodall and his Ford, 
Jack Wilson with his very successful 
‘A40 Austin-engined special, George 
(Speedy) Hendry in the 4-litre Wat- 
son and W. J. Lamb (Allard). Ulster 
have sent W. T. Todd (4,086 Hum- 
ber), who competed in last year's 
event, C. E. J. Atkinson (1,172 Ford) 
and W. E. Clokey (1,496 Singer). 

Ford engines predominate in the 
entry, no fewer than fifty-one cars 
having Dagenham-built power-plants. 
‘The remainder include Austin Seven 
(1), Vauxhall, Javelin, A40 Austin, 
Singer (1), Vanguard (1), J.A.P. (1), 
M.G. (1), Humber (1) and possibly a 
single Lancia. Of the sixty-eight 
machines, only nine have engines 
exceeding 1,500 c.c. 


Route Details 
The route goes from Montpelier 
Gardens to tae Rodney Road Car 
Park for the Special Test, and then 
to four new hills on private ground 
at Lower Hill Farm, Prestbury. These 
are Noverton, Draper’s One, Draper's 


Dorset and Bugatti Owners. Results 
ougat to be available at Priory Lawn 
(H.Q. of Cheltenham M.C.) at about 
6.30 p.m. The complete list of entries 
is as follows:— 


1, J. H. H, Barrow (1,172 Dellow S) 8; 
172’ Wilso 


it is Power dl, 
coli 18 RAD-Ford) 


ft Spi 19, 
‘Wharton (1, 500 Wharton-Autin) Ni 
26, Dean (1:172, A.W. Spl. S) Nz 21, 
A.’ E. S.) N; 22, H 
Fort “Ata 3) 8: = 
Clegg S) 4, AL 


‘ Harrison 
N; 34, E. W. Vero (1,172 Deilow S) S; 
W. L.'T. Winder (1,172 Austin S) N; 36, 
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G, Pentony (1,450 Cyclops) S; 37, M. 
Eason (1 172 Lotus) S: 38, G. 2, 5 Wal 
2 He S) N; 39, A. 


ie 


zz 


ard Spl.) N; 41, W. 
S) $:42,E.G. 
S72 Here S; 43, R. B. 


isi 


=> 

i.) 
Hips 
Sauda 


st 


5 iF 


gs (1, 
B. Komble(.172 Fox) Ms 
Jackman (1,172 Dellow S) $3, H. 


Cee Austen (1 arte, 9 55.. a 
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Preston (747 Austin S) N: 56, DW. Price 
|) S; 57, D. FE. H. 


(1,172 Ford S) N. 


Abbreviations: 
N, North: S, South: Scot., Scotland ; 
U, Ulster. 


Dellow Day in 


Chase Trophy 


RON LOWE TAKES PREMIER AWARD IN SHENSTONE 
‘TRIAL—BROWN WINS OPPOSITE CLASS WITH H.R.G. 
—47 ENTRIES IN WELL-ORGANIZED EVENT 


AND pistrict C.C.'s 


Sinmuctass Chase’ Trial on 10th 
December ri fonthoeved! en- 
tries, including no fewer than fifteen 
Dellows. Driver-manufacturer Ron 
Lowe, in his red “helical springs at 
the rear” machine was the only driver 
to complete the Cannock Chase 
course without dropping a sit 
mark. J. V. Brown, running in 
sports class, did remarkably well to 
win the opposite class with his stan- 
dard a H.R.G. 

route totalled sixty-six and a 
tall miles and inc! nine ob- 
served sections, a couple of special 
tests and a timed climb. Seven Springs 
was the most spectacular section and 
consisted of a steep gradient up 
the side of a miniature mountain. 
Pat Renolds (Dellow) made the first 
of the only three clean climbs, the 
others being Denis Flather (Keystone) 
fee Ron Lowe (Dellow). The Perks 


(3,917 Allard), lacked the requisite 
‘umber of cylinders, and a 


by breaking a supercharger 
shen peta set for a full marks 


eG B. Johnson (Ford) also came to 
rest, as did Jack Waldron (Dellow) 


prising failure was that of Bill Slee- 


‘man’s, who was to remark that 
the thing obviously required rebori: 
L. G. Evans (Dellow) and his well. 


known lead foot combined for a 
stormy assault—he, too, failed. 

Upper Pipe’ ae mud stopped all the 
5] but only Murray 
Austin Lancia) ) and J. H. Whittan- 
dall (Ford-Clinton) halted amongst 
the super-sports stuff. Satnall was a 
nice quiet acclivity and helped to sort 
‘out the sports category. J. V. S. 
Brown (H.R.G.), pulling a 13 to I 
bottom gear climbed witn no trouble, 
but A. P. Hitchins (H.R.G.) stopped. 
M. J. Harris (M.G.) became rut- 
bound, and Murray Austin atoned 
for his Pipe failure by going up non- 
br J. V. Fowler (H.R.G.) was also 
“clean”, 


Early numbers appeared to have an 
advantage on Ashby’s Gully, where 
V. T. Fellows’s veteran Salmson put 

shame. 


bent his axle. However, he managed 
ina the car up to Section 5 


fore stopping. 

aw M. Gilbert (TC Midget) op- 

ed grabbed second 
ng Section 3, and ‘fall 
nt by attempting 
the | the hil sith jully-inflated rear tyres. 
The experiment was not a success. 
Denis Flather changed up, then down 
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and then went upat speed. K.O. N, 
Smith did well to reach Section 2 
with his Austin Seven. 

After traversing a couple more 
sections, the cavalcade wended its 
way to the “Plougi” at Shenstone 
for an excellent meal. Incidentally, 
there was rather an unusual award for 
the entrant who, competing with the 
same car as was driven in the 1949 
“Chase”, improved his (or her) 
placing by the greatest percentage. 
‘This novel trophy went to B. Baxter 
(Dellow). 

‘Apart from John Brown's success 
with his H.R.G., all main awards 
went to the jue paler et ae 
all. At the time of goi 
team results had not werd 
out. 


RESULTS 
Ses Nats tape 


Rugeley Bowl (best performance, 
class)—J. V. Brown (a3 WROD 


First Close (Sperts)—H1 a 
‘Prazer-Nash), J. Powter Lae Roy 
Second Class (Sports)—V. T. Fellows 
(1,087 Salmson). 
. . . 


B.R.D.C. DINNER AND DANCE 
Friday, 8th December, the 
dinner of the British “Racing 

Drivers’ Club took pes at 

Dorchester. The highlight of hy 

evening was the presentation of the 

Seaman Trophy and a Gold Star 

to Stirling Moss, who proved that 

public speaking is among his many 
aed Sele other 

5 one 

ees ea eee oe 

expect, Ponisi all Ee eo kucewwhai'a 

happening to the B.R.M. So would 

mm 

the Satertalamsents, 
George Meeten brought house 
down with his brilliant sound effects, 
including racing cars, underground 
trains, and an angry wife on the 
feiephione, There was a “twent 
ions quiz”, which ees one mucl 
fon ‘brainwork, and 
went on till 2 a.m. 
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Butler Best in Winter Trial 


FROST AND THAW DIFFICULTIES 


'N the Lancashire and Cheshire Car 
Chub's Winter Trial on Sunday, 
the fot played a wicked st in 
disaF’ing the svctions, ai 
peti‘ors ted a thoroughly Iiquid 
time. Fastest time in Test I went to 
Cyril Corbishley with 34 secs., re- 
peating his feat of last year. Windy 
jarbour proved almost an in- 
superable difficulty, Alan Butler 
being the only climber. London 
Road was impassatle to the first 
few, but Tom Leigh's V8 bull-dozed 
@ path to the great content of later 
numters. Test 2 fell to the eventual 
winner who beat Ken Bailey by 
.6 of a second with 21.0. The next 
‘section was very bad and only nine 
Starters cleared Section 1. Higher 
Fold I was only conquered by the 
winner and Ron Preston. Higher 
Fold Il was unclimbed but Tom 
Leigh hauled his V8 up to Section 3. 


The trial ended here, but en- 
thusiasts found a suitable 1 in 1 
grade starting from a plateau on the 
hillside. A lot of cars could not 
reach this point, but those who did 
gallantly assaulted the slope, the 
eventual height record teing made 
by Ken Bancroft on the borrowed 
Clegg. Ken, incidentally, scrounged 
the landlord's trousers at the lunch 
stop, and displayed a tasteful (rear) 
view of shirt during the proceedings. 
Out of nineteen starters three re- 
tired. The Novice Award winner 
M. J. Hawtin was driving his new 
Dellow in its first event, 


PROVISIONAL RESULTS 


Winter Trophy—A. A. Butler 
Gass Avaris Cs" Coeiey 
(COD, Preston (Ford) 
‘Second Class—Miss 


(C.CS.), A. J. a) W. 
Sorts Avene vtig nen 


“Lockhart-F ossir gsam”—continued 


Owirg to a slight misunderstand- 
ing, the first set of provincial results 
was wrorg, and Vic Biggs set off for 
home winced ke had won the 

“premier”. However it soon became 
obvious that Pentony, who everyone 
knew had gone through non-stop, 
had teen crecited with a failure on 
Aunt Wood I, whereas he had rom- 
ped up this particular hill. 

Verdict: a well organized and 
thoroughly enjoyable event. Possibly 
more entertaining sport from a 
competitors’ viewpoint than several 
“starred” trials. 


NOTICES 


“Autosport” Back Numbers 
We regret that Vol. 1, No. 5, dated 
Septemter 22nd, 1950’ is no longer 
available. All other copies can still 
be supplied. 


Classified Advertisements 


All classified advertisements for 
inclusion in the issue of the 29th 
Reet geet a are 2 

post Monday, 18th 


NORTHERN IRELAND M.C. 
ANNUAL DINNER 
R.A.C. Approve Aerodrome Speed 
Venue 


TF most heartening event at the 
North of Ireland Motor Club 
Ltd."s annual dinner on Thursday, 
‘7th December, at the Melville Hotel, 
Londonderry, was the announce- 
ment of the R.A.C.’s provisional 


car section of this long-established 
motor cycling club was formed only 
a year a but many excellent 
trials have already been organized, 


including a Pop 
North of Ireland Rally ~— a TH 
The northern counties of 
offer some of the most oS ee = 
exciting trials country in the world, 
and it is hoped that next year more 
inel competitors will feel 
tempted to sample the almost em- 
barrassing hospitality of this young 
club. 
After this welcome news — 


Dr. A. M. Kinsella, Chairman of 
the club's car section, Walter Clokey 
cheered the members further ped 
producing two 


new trophies, one 
presented by Mr. Sidney Hanna of 
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Belfast and the other, an Ex-Service 
oe, by an anonymous donor, 
Other speakers included Councillor 
S. J. Henry, the Mayor of Coleraine, 
the club’s President Dr. Marshall 
Leslie, the Town Clerk of London- 
derry, Mr. James Thompson, O.B.E.. 
and Mrs. C. E. B. Stuart. Although 
the speeches, with one welcome 
‘exception, were on the lengthy side, 
the guests remained happy, and soon 
the echoes were aroused with the 
strains of classics such as “Mick 
McGilligan’s Daughter, Mary Ann,” 
and other ballads of the Mad Irish. 


. . . 


ULSTER NOTES 


Ne AND District M,C, badges 
are now available, car types 
costing £1 and lapel badges 3s. 6d. 
Further details from C. Ed J. Atkin- 


District M.C. will be held at the 
Union Hotel, Belfast, at 8 p.m. on 
Monday, 18th December. . . .Most 
competition drivers have been guilty 
of blaming officials for the shocking 
manner in which they run events, 
and most officials are cursing drivers 
for the clottish way they negotiate 
tests. The problem is to be solved 
in an unusual way by the Ulster A.C. 
‘on the 6th January, when they 
run a Novelty Trial organized by 
regular competitors. Those taking 
part will be the officials of the club, 
who will pay no entry fee and will, 
in most cases, drive cars borrowed 
Club members 


bogged down in the most fiendis| 
hazards ever devised. 


B.R.M.A. NEWS 


RRANGEMENTS have been tea 

for branch organizers 
Tetaries to visit Rosen and Folking- 
ham during the winter. At each 
visit, twenty-five eoties (fifty rep- 
be accommodated. 


of these 
— should ST oe athe 
jon. Secretary, M.A, 
Street, London, W.1. 
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Portrait foley Ken Carter 


Copyright reveroed for the Artist 


British $00 c.c. drivers have had so much experience of Continental races as Ken Carter 
of Sideup. He has been consistently successful with his Steve Lancefield-tuned Cooper-Norton 
By A.T.M. Acket —— andwon the first International Formula 3 race to be held in France, at Montthéry, on 30th April, 
1950. Carter also won the Coupe du Monde at Ostend on th August. He contributes his views 
‘on a 200 miles race for “5003” in this issue. 
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A 200 Miles Race for “*500s”’ 


VIEWS OF KEN CARTER, ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL 
HALF-LITRE EXPONENTS 


HAVE read with interest the article in your Ist December 

issue, entitled “Why not a half-litre 200 miles race?” 
think that the idea is a very good one for us to aim at 
eventually but I feel that you have let your enthusiasm 
Tun away with you and that there are many reasons why 
the time is not yet ripe. 
In your opening sentence you state that “500 c.c. 
racing has grown from timorous infancy, through 
thriving childhood to robust maturity” but I must dis- 
agree with this. It may have reached the “thriving child- 
hood” stage, at any rate in England but I do not think it 
has reached even the “thriving” childhood stage on the 
Continent. 

Probably I can claim to have had more varied ex- 
perience in Formula 3 racing during the last season than 
any other driver, having raced on a variety of circuits, 
in England, France, Belgium, Sweden, Norway, and 
Spain, Whilst the foreign organizers of 500 c.c, races 
have been very enthusiastic I do not think that the races 
have been altogether satisfactory or sufficiently interesting 
from the public's point of view, except in several isolated 
cases such as Ostend and Rouen where there was a pre- 
dominance of British drivers. Continental 500 c.c. races 
are usually run over longer distances than in England, 
the average distance of a race last season being about 
fifty miles. They are run on genuine road circuits as a 
rule and have much more of a Grand Prix atmosphere 
than in this country, which is a thing the public expect. 

At Mons in Belgium and at Aix-les-Bains in France 
early in the season where very good road races were 
organized there were only about three finishers. The 
same thing happened at Gardemon in Norway and at 


San Sebastian in Spain. At Monte Carlo where there 
was a larger field of drivers, the final took all the finishers 
from two heats and then there were only about six or 
seven cars to finish out of some twenty starters. None 
of the organizers of these races, except San Sebastian, 
have applied for dates to repeat their Formula 3 races 
next year. Can this be that they were not very impressed 
or considered that the races were somewhat of a fiasco? 


Pit Stops May be Boring 


In England our own 500 c.c. 100 miles race at Silver- 
stone produced only five finishers, some of whom made 
several stops for repairs and it is probable that there 
would have been no finishers at all if the race had been 
fifty miles longer. I cannot foresee the glamour you have 
portrayed when you say that pit stops would add spice 
and spectacle to the paying public, On the contrary, [ 
think the public would be a little bored when “So-and-so"” 
comes in to change his third engine and “such-and-such”, 
perhaps having the only car with an engine still working, 
has to change a gearbox or clutch so that he can finish 
and be announced the winner. 

‘The expense of wear and tear in long distance races 
would be much greater and I do not think that a large 
entry would be attracted unless at least £50 starting 
money was offered. Apart from engine trouble there 
are many other parts which wear out very quickly, 
such as gearboxes, chains, bodywork and tyres. Our 
little engines are sometimes capable of com>ieting many 
short races without giving expensive trouble especially 
where there are many bends in the circuits and the 
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throttles do not have to be kept open too long at a time 
but they do not seem to stand up to it if pressed hard for a 
long time, or on circuits where there are long straigats 
which make it necessary for the throttle to be pressed 
down for more than a few seconds without a rest. My 
Norton engine has certainly compl:ted well over a 
1,000 racing miles before a major overhaul be ame neces- 
sary but these engines, whica seem to be tne oaly ones 
which will stand the pace at present, are not readily 
available to 500 c.c. car drivers and even if they were, [ 
doubt whether there are enough “Steve Lancefields” 
available to give them the expert care and atteation they 
need to save expensive noises coming from tnem. 
Personally, I like the longer races better than the 
shorter ones and although it involves one in expense [ 
take the view that it is well worth the fun and pleasure 


For the 


WE: delighted to have the views of so experienced 
and successful a 500 c.c. road racer as Ken Carter 
‘on our “yearning” for a J-litre “200”. When speaking 
of “robust maturity” we were referring to the 500 c.c. 
movement as a whole and not specifically to the cars 
themselves, As Mr. Carter points out, much mechanical 
trouble was experienced in the longer 500 c.c. races this 
year, and we fully realize that further development is 
necessary to gain high speed reliability. Experientia 
docet, however, and the need to race for 200 miles might 
well assist in achieving the requisite stamina. Such a 
race would require adequate preparation of engines, 
transmission and chassis, and should prove a survival 
of the fittest and not necessarily the fastest, conceivably 
resulting in a “tortoise” victory over the highly tuned 
but more fragile “hares”. 

We do feel that single and twin overhead camshaft 
motor cycle engines, chains and gearboxes which can 
comfortably survive the 264-mile Tourist Trophy race 
and the 226}-mile Manx G.P., both on the wearing 
374-mile 1.0.M. course, and the 247}-mile Ulster Grand 


MAINTENANCE—(Below). A 200 miles race for $00 ¢.c. cars would 
necessitate careful preparation and tuning in advance, affording no 
‘opportunities for inter-race maintenance, as practised here by 
Ken Smith on his 4-stud J.A.P-engined Smith 500 at Brands Hatch. 
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obtained, but it cannot be expscted that every driver 
would look at it in tne sam> way. However, wailst [ 
do not think that tae time is yet ripe to put on razes of 
200 miles, I think the time has come waen it has beea 
proved taat $00 c.c. cars are mzh more reliadle than taey 
were a year ago and the organizers of mzetings such as 
Goodwood and Silverstone should now coasider length- 
€tiag their Formula 3 races. I feel certaia that this would 
Mzet with the approval of all drivers, some of whom 
travel a great dista ice to mzeti igs aid nave to stay away 
sometim2s two nig ts, aad I som2tim2s woader whetaer 
it is worth it for say, a sevea lap (fiteea miles) race at 
Goodwood. Why not make all races where tae circuits 
are suitable at least fifty miles next season, and then 
perhaps tne season after some of them could be increased 
to seventy miles. 


Defence— 


Prix, to cite a few examples, should be able to withstand 
200 miles in a light racing car, providing they are ade- 
quately coolzd and suitably geared to avoid over- 
Stressing. The Ulster G.P. course incorporates the 
seven-mile Clady straight, where most of the production- 
type racing Nortons with double and single camshaft 
engines of the types used by many “500” car men, were 
timed at over 100 m.p.h. The French Bol d’Or race for 
motor cycles, habitually won of late by French-owned 
Norton machines, lasts for twenty-four hours! The 
recent 500 c.c. German G.P. on the Nurburg Ring, 
won by a BMW motor cycle-engined Monopoletta 
ahead of two Coopers, was over a distance of eighty- 
five miles. Yet in 1931, on the same circuit, the 500 c.c. 
motor cycle race was’ over 263 miles, and was not 
thought over-long. 

Many similar instances can be cited, but as the use of 
motor cycle racing engines in Formula 3 cars is an 
improvisation, we naturally cannot expect exactly the 
same stamina, bearing in mind the different conditions, 
greater weight, etc, Nevertheless, 100 miles, which, it 
would appear, is about the limit of the complete cars’ 
endurance up to now, seems rather inadequate, and Mr. 
Carter's admission that his Norton engine “has certainly 
completed well over a 1,000 racing miles before a major 
overhaul became necessary” implies that engine reliability 
at least ought to be counted on for a distance of 200 
miles. Though many “double knocker” Nortons are 
already installed in “500” cars, and one car manufacturer, 
at any rate, is advertising his ability to supply a limited 
number of cars fitted with them, we would not wish to 
see an entirely Norton-powered entry in the hypothetical 
race. Other units can, it is hoped, be developed for speed 
and reliability, while rumours still fly about those 500 
c.c. multis designed especially for Formula 3 cars. 
Certainly, in view of the popularity of the class, a 
specially designed unit should be well received. 

Our suggestion may be premature, although no date 
was suggested, it being just one of those things one would 
wish to see, like that pre-war desire for a British G.P. 
and a British G.P. car. We've got both now—so who 
knows?—in a year or two, a half-litre “200” might be a 
reality. C.P. 


“The getaway is perhaps the most important part of the whole procedure.” Sidney Allard in the Steyr-Allard at Prescott, 


Technical and Otherwise - 


y John Bolster 


Driving in Sprints 


DDR0° in speed hill-climbs is « somewhat specialized 
fart, and some otherwise excellent conductors are 
temperamentally unsuited to its particular demands. In 
road racing, one can, to some extent, “warm up” during 
the first couple of laps, while the field sorts itself out. In 
a sprint, one must, in cold blood, set oneself to drive with 
a desperate frenzy from the very first instant. 

The getaway is perhaps the most important part of the 
whole procedure, as time lost here can never be made up. 
The commonest fault is excessive wheelspin, and an 
apparently gentle start is usually better than a more 
spectacular effort. When you are practising the tech- 
nique of leaving the line, get an experienced friend to 
time your initial acceleration, but your accomplice must 
be an expert with a stopwatch, or the results will only 
mislead you. It is best to hold the engine revs constant 
for a few seconds before letting in the clutch, and then 
you can be quite certain that your rev counter has 
settled down to an accurate reading. You will, of course, 
have determined the exact speed required in practice. 

Quite apart from the driver's sleight of hand, a great 
deal depends on the intelligent preparation and tuning of 


the car. It is essential to have the correct bottom gear 
ratio for the purpose, and in choosing cam contours, 
supercharger pressure, and so forth, it pays to concentrate 
on low speed acceleration, even if this means some 
sacrifice at the top end. Too low a gear ratio makes 
throttle control a delicate matter if wheelspin is to be 
avoided, but a high cog can cause acceleration to lag for 
the first few yards after the clutch is home. It is abso- 
lutely vital that no suspicion of a flat spot, nor the 
slightest misfire, shall occur at any part of the revolution 
range, and it is no good entering for a sprint until you are 
sure that your engine is “clean” under all conditions. 
This emphasis on power at low revs also affects the 
number of gear changes you must make, and the man 
who can use three gears to his rival's four immediately 
has an advantage. Suppose one is accelerating hard 
from the Kennel Bend to the Crossing at Shelsley, for 
instance. If one has to change up in the middle of this 
stretch it entails momentarily cutting off the power just 
when one needs it most. If the actual moment takes one- 
tenth of a second, that will mean that no urge is being 
transmitted to the road for approximately four yards, 
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and the inevitable snatch in the drive can easily promote 
wheelspin and unsteadiness, 


‘Superchargers 

The right shape of power curve is most easily obtained 
with two-stage supercharging, but if a single-stage is used, 
it is best to run the blower as fast as possible to get high 
boost at low speeds. For very short events, a Roots 
Supercharger can be run at tremendous speeds, and it 
might be worth risking slightly closer clearance if the 
machine is kept solely for this work. Unblown engines 
should definitely not have megaphone exhausts and, 
among “five hundreds” the Speedway J.A.P., for one, 
has the edge of the Double Knocker Norton. 

If at all possible, it is preferable to choose a final drive 
ratio that is low enough for top speed to be engaged. 
This cuts out the unavoidable losses that the indirect 
gears must cause. The actual ratio should let the engine 
go well over peak, and should be as low as one dares, 

i ith keeping the machinery in one piece. 
Over-gearing is much more common than under-gearing, 
but acceleration, and not maximum speed, is the thing 
that counts in this game. 

Tremendously powerful braking is often called for in 
sprints, and the driver should choose his cut-off point in 
practice and then stick to it, I once picked a loudspeaker 
4s a suitable indication of the latest possible braking 
point, and then somebody moved it up closer to the cor- 
ner after practising was over! On really steep hills, such 
as the approach to the “‘S” at Shelsley, good brakes can 
slow a car so violently that is almost like running into 
8 brick wall. Quite small drums can do the trick, but it 
is worth taking great pains with the adjustment to get 
absolutely even retardation. Any premature locking of 
the wheels, or lack of progressiveness in operation, will 
increase the stopping distance, and the driver should 
know his brakes as well as he knows his engine. 

Hill-climb cornering has it own nuances, which may 
cacape the casual observer. It is possible to enter a bend 
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extremely fast if the gradient is steep, for gravity comes 
to the driver's assistance as he forces his sliding car to 
remain on the right line. Any wildness or flamboyance 
in handling is fatal, thoug), for it is all too easy to lose 
speed if continuous traction is not maintained. The 
slightest clumsiness is severely punished when a corner is 
set on a severe gradient, and though hill-climbing requires 
considerable verve, it also demands great purity of style. 

Any light and powerful racing car is apt to be plagued 
by wheelspin, and for a start the ordinary diflerential 
is a washout for this work. Either a solid axle or, better 
still, a ZF, is really a “must” for this sort of motoring, 
and even then the driver must watch out for excessive 
slip. Soft tyres are a help but, if carried to extremes, wil) 
affect the speed of cornering. 


Twin Rear Wheels 

Although not applicable to very light cars, twin rear 
wheels are a tremendous help for the bigger machines, 
A large area of tread is in contact with the road, and yet 
the lateral stability of the two.tyres is much greater than 
that conferred by single, large-section covers. 1 tried 
both arrangements on a 2-litre E.R.A. and the twins 
were far superior to the “balloons”, in spite of their 
greater weight. 

The inertia of twin rear wheels does help to avoid 
instantaneous acceleration when a car becomes airborne 
over a bump, On the other hand, this same inertia places 
a great strain on the transmission. It is possible to shear 
both half shafts, even though the wheels are jacked up 
clear of the ground, if the clutch is let in with a bang 
while the engine is revving fast. 

I have only touched on the fringe of my subject, and 
hope to return to it another time. In conclusion, I 
would say that hill-climbs are always fascinating from the 
driver's point of view, for he has the stage to himself, 
d every possible chance of showing how good he is; 
alternatively he can make a more conspicuous fool of 
himself than in any other sport. 


USEFUL R.A.C. FOLDER 


NE of the most useful aids to the 

motorist—the R.A.C. Lighting- 
up Time Table and Mileage Indicator 
—is now available for 1951. 

This folder, which is produced in a 
size handy for the pocket, shows the 
beginning and end of lighting-up 
time in London for each day of the 
year, with a correction table giving 
the ‘variations in minutes for a 
number of large towns in different 
parts of the country. The times 

iven are in summer time from 22nd 

.pril to 6th October, and in G.M.T. 
for the remainder of the year. 

On the back page is a mileage 
indicator which provides a quick 
and easy method of calculating the 
distances between many important 
towns in Great Britain. 


The demand for this folder is 
likely to be considerable and motor- 
ists are advised to make early applica- 
tion for a copy, which is free of 
charge, to any office of the R.A.C. 


* . . 


GERMAN T.T. ENTRIES? 


6477 is quite, possible that German 
motor cycles will be seen once 
more at next year’s international 
T.T, races,” stated Major H. R. 
Watling, director of the British 
Motor cycle Manufacturers’ Union 
fon his return to London from a 
meeting in Milan of the International 
Federation of Motor Cyclists when 
the Germans were admitted to 
membership of the Federation, This 


Prompts speculation on the poss 
ilities of full-scale German parti- 
cipation in G.P. car events soon. 


* . . 
NEW CASTROL OIL PACK 


MASTROL XL,XXL 

and Castrolite 
engine oils are now 
available to motor- 
ists in convenient 
pint screw top con- 
tainersas illustrated. 
The famous Castrol 
R(tharsmell!), 
FR and 
gear oils are sup- 
plied in cones, 
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Northern Lights 


SPRINT PINT—MAN W. 


[CT SCHEDULE MOTORING—BOLTON 


RALLY—MONTE CARLO BROADCAST—FAST MOTORING WITH CHAINS 


‘ORTHERN LIGHTS” is sometimes asked how, when, 
and even why the curious little anecdotes which 
embellish this page are made up. The answer is that they 
are not made up at all. They just happen, and are re- 
corded as part of the effort to depict the passing Northern 
scene. Sometimes these little incidents have to be em- 
broidered or chang>d slightly to avoid hurting anybody's 
feelings. The present one is a case in point, and I am 
mindful of a certain story which seemed perfectly human 
when circulated by word of mouth Ca months ago, 
‘at a major event in Wales, but looked simply terrible 
when the daily newshounds got hold of it. 
Anyhow, one of our friends was recently on a hurried 
pel when, to his great surprise, he met a large hearse 
an extremely nifty piece of cornering. The sur- 
a feature was that the funereal coachwork was fitted 
to a full-blooded Speed Six Laeger , and that, hot on its 
tail was a string of three 8-litres, all going magnificently. 
Far behind trailed the rest of the party in Austin Tens 
and kindred vehicles, their drivers’ right feet all hard 
down on the floorboards! No flippancy whatever is 
intended. When “Northern Lights” goes to its final 
Ss it — rather like to make the journey in 
manner! 


change the subject completely, my comments on 
the “Flying Pint Test produced a claimant | from 
Leeds who maintains that when in Goran ge 
empty a tankard in seven seconds as agai the eight 
and a fifth recorded at Southport. He says that the whole 
question hinges on muscle control, and that if the throat 
muscles are the operation becomes one of 
merely pouring, which can be completed in two and a 
half seconds. This is, of course, the goatskin technique, 
practised by Orientals, and, I understand, sailors. It 
seems to me to be a waste of good beer, but it also raises 
a problem akin to locked back axles and superchargers. 
It could be argued that users of this method should suffer 
some appropriate handicap. For example, that one pint 
gulped should be equivalent to two pints imbibed by the 
‘open-gullet method. But presumably, this would give 
rise to limited s(I)ip throat muscles! 


. . . 


Mit 224 more clubs are running semi-social events 
in a very successful attempt to cater for their non- 
Special-owning members, The development is in every 
way praiseworthy, and certainly gives a lot of fun to 
contestants, many of whom are getting their first taste of 
sporting motoring, as such. We have had Night Naviga- 


tion Runs, Minimum Mileage Runs, and Route Finding 
Competitions of all kinds. The latest seems to be the 
Leicestershire Car Club's Murder Hunt, which took 
place recently, and had as its objective the identification 
of a fugitive “murderer” who had been cornered within 
an area shown on a sketch map. In this case, the wanted 
man turned out to be J. Dyer disguised by an outsize in 
black moustaches and a Morris Eight. In spite of a bitter 
wind and a considerable amount of snow and ice on the 
roads in the Charnwood Forest area, there was a good 
turn-out, and everybody enjoyed themselves. 


T= Pathfinders and Derby Motor Club are among 
those who have used the night route finding idea, but 
they added a complication in that one section had to be 
covered at the horrible speed of 17 1/7 m.p.h. Exact 
calculations of this kind, in conjunction with hidden 
clues in the route card, and ice on the road, made 
the whole thing quite exciting, and it isn't surprising that 
the party which followed found sufficient to talk about to 
keep it going until the early hours of the morning. 

‘A new departure for this type of event will be staged 
on 17th December by the Mid-Cheshire Car Club. The 
form is that a marshal’s car will leave the starting-point 
at a given time; will not exceed 45 m.p.h,; will pay due 
regard to the rules of the road, etc, will be timed 
with synchronized watches. The competitors, ney timed, 
will be despatched at two-minute intervals, and will lose 
ten points for every thirty seconds slower or faster than 
the marshal’s car. After that, they all have lunch at the 
Red Lion, Whitchurch, and then return at their own 
speed for driving tests, before finishing up at the Four 
‘ays Club in the Delamere Forest. 


. - . 


(Gry ‘smirH of Bury has more than once shown that 
he can manoeuvre a car with one arm to better 
Purpose than most people possessing a full complement 
of limbs. Unfortunately, the TC Midget in which he used 
to perform so successfully, had to yield place to in- 
creasing family responsibilities, and M.G. Car Club 
events saw him no more. But you can't keep a good man 
down, and George has now become Hon. Competition 
Secretary of the recently formed Bolton-le-Moors Car 
Club. Going fois ob has removed some of the sting from 
exchanging his open two-seater for a... (careful!) The 
Bolton Club, which has been in existence for only six 
months, already has a paid-up membership of nearly 
eighty, and is coming along fine. The original Committee 

was elected temporarily, and by now, will have been put 
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on a more solid basis at the club’s first General Meeting. 
dated for 6th December. George Altham, 20 Rydall 
Road, Bolton, a man of great enthusiasm, has taken on 
the job of Hon. Secretary. In a closed rally a fortnight 
ago, the club had a turn-out of a score of vehicles, 
ranging from the George Smith family chariot aforesaid, 
and a veteran Frazer-Nash, to W. Holt’s very promising 
Dellow, and Eddie Ainsworth’s Silverstone Healey. A 
route of sixty miles included half a dozen driving tests, 
and after a good deal of abstruse arithmetic, aimed at 
giving prominence to good driving rather than good 
power-weight ratios, it was found that Holt in his Dellow, 
had scored a narrow victory. 


eee. the B.B.C.’s plans are all laid out for re- 
porting the Monte Carlo Rally. Last year’s effort 
certainly gave wonderful publicity to the sport as far as 
the uninitiated public are concerned, but the more know- 
ledgeable enthusiasts among us were less well served. 
‘The assignment is obviously a difficult one, but it is to be 
hoped that a more general picture of the Rally can be got 
through this year as opposed to the personal experiences 
of the commentator himself. And above all, we trust that 
the B.B.C. team will be properly equipped. It should 
have been obvious last year that the more difficult the 
circumstances became, the greater would be the news 
value, and yet, the commentators had not even taken 
chains with them! 
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‘ALKING of chains (snow, not "Nash)—the legend persists 

that they will not stand up to more than 30 m.p.h. 
This is arrant nonsense, as most rallyists have proved. 
Lots of people carried chains for hundreds of miles at 
more than twice that speed last year, but breakage of a 
link generally stepped in when the snow disappeared for 
a few miles in some valley bottom. Such breakages can 
apparently be avoided if the chains are tightened pro- 
gressively as time goes on. At least one competitor last 
year carried chains through at high speed from near 
Nevers right through to Grasse, by dint of taking up the 
slack every hundred miles or so. Unfortunately, this 
means grovelling in the snow, and it also necessitates 
having time in hand to do the job. The drill would seem 
to be to drive like mad and have a well-trained dogsbody 
ready to fall out into the snow and get on with the tighten- 
ing process. 


. . . 
7 responsibilities of the technical press are it. 
Wild horses will not drag from me the identity of the 


club to which this incident refers, or the day of the event 
or the area concerned. I don’t even pretend that it was 
seriously meant. It is a telephonic conversati 
and goes like this: 
“Ah well, be seeing you at blank on blankday.” 
“What, are you coming in person?" 
Yes, rather. 
hh heck, we'll have to get a few things tightened up.” 


R. Threlfall coaxes his Allard up Meadowley 
Wood in the Hagley and D.L.C.C.'s recent 
Shropshire Trial. The car is one of the 
original Allard “Tailwaggers", and may 
have belonged at one time to Guy Warburton. 
This machine does not have the “split-axle” 
ifs. which is a feature of the large majority 
of Allards. 


mNcE the Hitler war, Italian 
specialist coachbuilders have led 
the rest of the world in the design and 
execution of closed bodies on light, 
sporting chassis. They have achieved 
a beauty of line which has been 
widely imitated and have certainly 
brought body design to a fine art, 
In many respects the Italian coach- 
building concerns have been more 
fortunate than their British counter- 
. For example, car manufac- 
turers in Italy do not suffer from a 
strictly controlled home market, and 
are therefore able to supply chassis 
ex-works, while the Italian motorist 
has a marked preference for a vehicle 
with a sporting appearance, in 
keeping with the undeniably high- 
performance chassis available. 
To judge from the number of close- 
coupled saloon body designs which 


have appeared post-war, it would 
seem the “Brescia” BMW saloon 
which won the 1940 Mille Miglia 
made a strong impression on Italian 
body-builders. Prior to the appear- 
ance of the German cars, however, 
there were many fine examples of 
Italian carrozzeria with aerodynamic 
characteristics from Touring, Zagato, 
Farina and other famous coach- 
builders on Alfa-Romeo, Fiat and 
other chassis. The Mille Miglia race 
inspired many an essay in clean, 
wind-cutting bodywork, the 2.9-litre 
Alfa-Romeo which Hugh Hunter 
purchased in 1938 being a classic 
example which came to this country. 

Streamlining has fascinated coach- 
builders the world over for many 
years, and great strides were made on 
the Continent in the 1930's, particu- 
larly in Germany and Czechoslovakia. 


Carroz: 


EXAMPLES OF PRESENT-DA 


(Above). Spyder 2-seater by 

Farina on the Jowett Jupiter 

chassis, This car is owned by 

Samous Monte Carlo driver Marcel 
sequart. 


(Left). Another Farina design: a 
seater coupé on the popular 
Fiat “1,400” chassis, 


Britain’s initial efforts were confined 
to designs like the rear-engined 
Burney Streamline and Crossley, but 
in the mid-thirties there began a spate 
of streamline designs. One of the 
first was the pretty little Hillman 
Aero Minx, which can be said to have 
started a fashion in sports saloons 
which persists to this day. S.S.,M.G., 
Rover, Talbot, Triumph and others 
produced cars with wind-cheating 
bodies, but avoided full aerodynamic 
styling. 

Abroad, a similar fashion had 
caught on, but Continental designs 
were more daring, and frequently 
bizarre, particularly in France where 
the desire for originality sometimes 
outpaced practicality. The Italians, 
in contrast, maintained a fine sense of 
balance and grace, as can be seen by 
their designs of recent years. The 
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DSED CARS ON LIGHT, SPORTING CHASSIS 


present-day Italian closed sports car 
has provided much inspiration to 
American car stylists, but Detroit, 
having at last achieved a fundamen- 
tally pure line in several of their mass- 
produced vehicles, have spoilt it by 
over-elaboration, which is in direct 
contrast to the simplicity effected by 
Turin and Milan. The Italian bodies 
are built of light alloy, frequently 
over a basic structure of welded 
metal tubing, strong but of low 
weight. Internal treatment and up- 
holstery is plainer than in the aver- 
age British car, but the overall effect 
is highly pleasing. Opinions may 
differ on the frontal treatments by 
various Italian marques, but few 
can dispute the mastery the Italian 
craftsmen hold in the art of co: 
buil 


(Top, righ), 214 seater count by Pinin Farina 
ire Maserati A6 chassis, 


(Centre), The 2-litre Ferrari as a 2-seater 
convertible coupé, by Farina. 


(Right). Farina also produces this delightful 
sports saloon on the new Lancia Aurelia 
dl 
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Weight Distribution 


A YACHTING ENTHUSIAST STUDIES TRIALS CARS 
by J. R. HART 


$ one who has turned from the sea to the mud for a 
hobby, I would like to put forward a few suggestions 
for consideration by the trials fraternity. 

Havi g watched, and participated in a small way 
seems that the whole root of the question is weij 
distribution. It seems to me that if you have 7 cwt. 
over the rear wheels and 3 cwt. over the front, you will 

2t further througa the mud and up the hill than the 
person with 5 ewt. over each axle; and this is the biggest 
reason, I suggest, why the standard car can no longer 
compete wita the Special. 

Let us by all means encourage the specials builders, 
and the men who weld up a new one every few months 
or so for £100, but let us also give the standard car boys 
acchance again, and make the specials more road-worthy 
—see the recent W. Hants and Dorset C.C. Knott 
Trial, and the “Roy Fedden". 

Let us have a weight distribution rule—say 55-45 
per cent., or whatever the experts think reasonable, and 
a figure to which the standard car can be adjusted. I'm 
sure most of the specials builders would quite enjoy an 
excuse to rebuild, 

How is this to be done, and the snags overcome? 

Here I suggest that the B.T.D.A. and R.A.C. might 
borrow from the Y.R.A. Each car would be officially 
measured at the beginning of each year and/or when 
first competing, and issued with a certificate valid for 
that year. At the end of each event, every driver (or 
entrant) would be required to produce his certificate 
and to sign a declaration form stating that no alterations 
have been made to the car which might invalidate the 
certificate; and the principal trophy winners could be re~ 
checked. Any competitor would have the right to lodge 
a protest against anybody whom he considered to be 
evading the spirit of the rules, and if subsequent checking 
proved the protest unfounded, the protesters’ deposit 
would be forfeited: likewise the scrutineers for the 
event would have the right to pick on any car for 
checkirg. 

Certain other points would need considering, and it is 
suggested that in addition to the present rules, the 
following be added: 


Weight Distribution Rule 

Not more than 55 per cent. of the total weight of the 
car to be carried by the rear wheels, 

Cars to be weighed fully equipped, without crews. 

Fuel tanks: To be limited in size to a capacity of one 
gallon per 100 c.c. of engine capacity. 

Fully equipped: Radiator and sump full to normal 
capacity. Battery fixed on board, and all Road Traffic 
Act equipment fixed in correct position; spare wheel(s) 
in place (number to be noted on certificate); pump, 
jack, handle and wheel brace (or hammer) in place or in 
‘a box fixed to the car. 


it 


(The amount of fuel in the tank has been purposely 
ignored.) 

‘Any spares and tools—excluding fuel in the main 
tank—not weighed with the car, to be carried within 
the wheelbase. 

It would be considered contrary to the spirit of the 
rules to carry tools and equipment not normally carried 
by a passenger car—unless weighed with the car—and 
no single piece of unweighed equipment should exceed 
‘50 Ib. (the crew don't count as equipment). Any larger 
items of equipment may be carried provided they are 
fixed by some suitable means—or contained in a box 
fixed to the car, and weighed in with the car. 

If a car can't complete the course without being re- 
welded en route, it deserves to be disqualified. Similarly, 
if wings, spare wheels, etc., fall off going up a hill or en 
route, the car should be disqualified immediately and 
that hill or section counted as a failure. In sports car 
racing, if wings drop off, or are torn off by the driver, 
the car is disqualified. 

Further it is suggested that a minimum tyre pressure 
rule should be considered again. 

In non-handicap competitions of any sort three grades 
are possible (handicapping in trials has proved a failure, 
I believe). 

1. No Rules: All against all, and the chap with the 
deepest pocket wins—i.e. old time schooner racing. 

2. Rules allowing considerable variation in the cars/ 
boats: and here again the expensive “rule beater” usually 
fee the “J” class and International Metre Class 

oats. 

Rules which severely restrict the cars/boats and add 
premium to the skill of the drivers/helmsmen: and in 
this class I suggest most people will get most fun for 
least expense. This is comparable to the One Design 
and Restricted Class sailing boats. One cannot very 
easily have one design cars, but I suggest fairly tight 
restrictions, rigidly enforced, give greater scope for 
skill and less for money, and would encourage more 
newcomers and people who cannot afford to keep 
a car specially for the joy of smashing it up every 
week-end. 

Cost of competing must be kept down and things 
levelled out if the sport is to remain vigorous and 
healthy: and it is for this reason that tyre pressures 
should also be regulated: the more the cars can be 
equalized the more sport for the drivers, and the greater 
the skill needed to win an event, and the less the necessity 
for including chassis-breaking hills to stop cars admittedly 
less efficient as tractors. Under the present rules a poor 
driver with a good special and a deep pocket will beat a 
good driver who can only afford a poor special, and it is 
considered that this is not good for the sport. 

I await comments from the experts and would-be 
experts! 
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ALTA EXPONENT.—No 
racing driver has been’ more 
successful with Alras than 
George Abecassis. In 1938 he 
bought a blown \-litre single- 
seater and scored numerous 
wins with it in British events. 
After the war he drove the new 
G.P. Alta, with supercharged 
four-cylinder’ engine, tubular 
frame and rubber suspension. 
Here we see him at Silversione 
during the 1949 British G.P. 
when. his, splendid drive into 
seventh place after carburetter 
trouble drew the plaudits of the 
crowd. He is co-sponsor, with 
John Heath, of the successful 
H.W.M, Formula 2 team, and 
Joint 1950 winner, with Lance 
‘Macklin, of the E.R.A. Trophy. 
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The Overhead Camshaft M.G.s 


Their Overhaul, Maintenance and Tuning 
by PHILIP H. SMITH, A.M.I.Mech.E. 


pump is the next component to receive atten- 
ion, ‘This is of the normal gear type, and has a 
by-pass relief valve self-contained in the body of the 
pump. The valve comprises a spring-loaded plunger 
which seats on a port in the pump, the spring and plunger 
being enclosed by a screwed-in cap. 

The pump body cover will in all probability have 
already been removed at the time the complete pump w 
taken off the engine. Further dismantling merely i 
volves taking out the two gear wheels, disassembly of 
the relief valve aforementioned, and unscrewing of the 
inlet and delivery unions if these appear in need of 
attention through ill-usage. 


The Pump Gear Teeth 

Particular attention should be paid to the pump g2 
teeth. Whilst the actual running clearance between 
two meshed wheels is not critical, and will not affect the 
volume or pressure to any extent, the condi‘ on of the 
teeth is naturally important. Pitting or chipping can 
hardly be caused otherwise than by foreign matter in the 
oil, but if any such defects are for'nd, careful work with 
emery cloth and a carborundum slip should remedy 
matters. 

The body and cover of the pump ha 


ng been thorough- 


ly cleaned, the fit of the gears in the body should be 
checked. As already mentioned, the running clearance 
between the teeth of the gears is not critical, The side 
clearance of the gears to tne body and the cover is, how- 
ever, most important, as too much clearance at this point 
will allow pressure to leak across the gearwheel sides, 
The clearance at this point therefore should be the 
absolute minimum consistent with free running. Ob- 
viously, excessive clearance can be caused by using too 
thick a washer between the cover and the body. The 
thinnest possible paper washer only should be used, 
with the merest trace of jointing compound. Before 
fitting, make sure that the mating surfaces are perfectly 
flat, and if necessary ensure this by the use of grinding 
paste and a surface plate. Incidentally, a sheet of plate 
glass makes an excellent substitute for a surface plate for 
such jobs as these. 

The side clearance of the gears should be about .001 
in. It is of course not easy to check this when everything 
is assembled, but one excellent method is to assemble 
the pump without a packing washer on the cover, bolting 
up temporarily with suitably-sized nuts and bolts. I 
found that, having done this, the gears are just trapped 
between the body and cover, it follows that by using a 

(continued overleaf) 
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The Overhead Camshaft M.G.s—continued 


packing washer of .001 in. thickness, the requisite 
clearance will be obtained. If too much clearance is 
evident even without any washer in at all, the height 
the joint face on the body can be reduced the requii 
amount by rubbing down on the surface plate. If a lot of 
metal has to be removed, a sheet of emery cloth on the 
surface plate will get the “rough” off quickly, using 
grinding paste for the final fit. Stes 

Assembly of the gears and pump body in this manner 
will enable a really first-class performance to be obtained 
from the pump. It is surprising how much pressure can 
be lost through unduly light-hearted assembly, and 
attempts to restore this by packing up the relief valve are 
foredoomed to failure, 


‘The Relief Valve 


The relief valve comes next on our list. If any packing 
pieces are found in its spring housing, scrap them. It 
may be difficult to determine whether the spring is stan- 
dard or not, but this will show up when the engine is 
Started, and adjustment can be made accordingly. The 
valve plunger invariably gets all the wear rather than the 
oil-port against which it seats, but in any case it wears 
very slowly. If it seems to have grown ridges, ease them 
down carefully on the surface plate, taking care to keep 
the seating surface absolutely square. If in doubt about 
your capabilities in this direction, obtain a new plunger 
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or have one made to pattern. It is important to make 
sure that the relief valve is absolutely oil-tight under 
normal conditions, thus this point is stressed. 

If the pipe unions are damaged in any way they should 
be replaced with new ones, otherwise oil-tight connections 
will be difficult to obtain. Use red fibre washers of the 
correct size between the union flanges and the pump body. 
A trace of jointing compound on the union threads 
before screwing them into the body will also help to make 
an absolutely tight job. Use a box spanner to put them 
in, and mak strong-arm effort when tightening, 
so that there wil no tendency towards unscrewing when 
the pipes are removed at any time. 

‘The external oil-pump driving gear should be examined 
in the same manner as the other engine gears. It meshes 
with a worm gear on the crankshaft, and this latter can 
with advantage be examined at the same time, so that 
any faults can be checked on both wheels. There should 
be nothing wrong that a carborundum slip cannot rectify, 
as the gears are of adequate size and lubrication is ample, 
The oil-pump spindle is splined to engage with the 
driving gear sleeve (which also drives the distributor) and 
both the shaft splines and the internal splines in the gear 
should be examined for wear, which usually results in 
sharpish edges on the splines and sometimes makes them 
difficult to withdraw. The splines can be dressed if 
thought advisible “for luck”, 


(lo be continued) 


BOOK REVIEW 


Horseless 
Author: L. T. C. Rolt 


Price 20s. 
Publishers: Constable and Co., Ltd., 10 Orange St.,W.C.2. 


M®; ROLT whets the appetite of the sporting reader 
within the first few phs, by unearthing a 
dissertation made in 1766 on the virtues of good steering, 
braking and acceleration, together with a satisfactory 
weight ratio, in the design of a “fiery chariot”. 
‘rom then on, the next hundred are sheer pleasure. 
The writer is obviously master of his subject, and carries 
his tale along with confident ease and grace. His account 
of the early “steamers” is particularly absorbing. It 
covers such startling affairs as the trip from Southampton 
to London at an average speed of 244 m.p.h. by a steam 
coach in the Year of Grace 1831, and the occasion in 1906, 
when Marriott, driving a Stanley, is said to have reached 
the incredible speed of 190 m.p.h. on Ormonde Beach. 
Surely, the forerunner of all hot rods! Unfortunately, the 
car got out of control at maximum speed, and went into 
the sea, knocking out one of Marriott's eyes, but the 
local doctor popped it back and all was well. 
The period of “Lost Causes”—electric broughams, 
Sa two-wheelers and things, merges delicately 
to the Edwardian era, where Mr. Rolt is equally at 
home. He brings out some very interesting side issues on 
which the encyclopaedic pundits will probably argue for 
After that, with the entry of the 1920 period, the 
Troweht"'06 the book uae eed cuca ceatecal 


because the story is familiar, and, as far as racing and 
sports cars are concerned, is already fairly well docu- 
mented, so that much of his material is a compression 
of known facts. However, as a summary of development, 
within a single pocketable volume, the Horseless Carriage 
is of abiding value, and it is a pity that Mr. Rolt’s Vintage 
and Veteran leanings bring on attacks of blood-pressure 
which do not make good history. A “fixed and fatuous 
chromium-plated grin” may be fair comment on Ameri- 
can front-end treatment, so may the statement that “the 

roud radiator of the 20's” has given place to “a whale- 
like snout... through which the creature draws its 
air...” but the serious historian ought not to say so! 
Don't get me wrong—as a humble member of both 
Veteran and Vintage Clubs, I agree very heartily, but fee) 
that a more objective attitude to the modern trend would 
have carried greater authority. 

The book is well produced, and, for a pleasant change 
these days, contains hardly any visible printing errors. 
Photographic illustrations, of which there are a lot, all 
drawn from most authoritative circles, are the best 
selection I have seen. A very worthwhile addition to the 
bookshelf, even at the toppish price of twenty shillings. 

‘Russet. Lowry. 


THE STORY OF MOTOR CYCLING 


the motor car, whose life story has been chron- 

icled by many historians, the birth and growth of the 
motor cycle movement has never been recorded. This will 
be remedied shortly, when a new and extensive work is 
published, entitled Motor Cycle Cavalcade, written by 
Ixion”, well-known contributor to The Motor Cycle, 
This book will be reviewed in T in due course. 
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B.R.M. Mobile Workshop 


THE TRIP TO BARCELONA 


N interesting report has been re- 

ceived from B.R.M. on the 
Mobile Workshop presented by a 
number of British Motor Clubs, and 
its trip to Barcelona for the Penya 
Rhin race which will no doubt be of 
interest to the subscribing clubs and 
donors of equipment. 

Ken Richardson, who drove the 
workshop, reports that on the 
journey there and back this vehicle 
‘was a god-send from start to finish. 
At Barcelona it was used generally 
in connection with “outside” work 
that had to be done on the cars, and 
Ken says that being self-contained, 
and with all apparatus laid on, it just 
made all the difference as regards 
time and efficiency. 

As a matter of interest, not only 
was the travelling workshop useful 
from the actual B.R.M. racing cars 
point of view, but it was of utmost 
use on the journey back, when un- 
fortunately one of the transporters 
had a mishap on a very greasy road. 
Damage was caused to the Austin 
which could not have been repaired 
had not the travelling workshop 
‘been in attendance, as the incident 
happened in a smuall village where no 
repairs could have been possible, 

Ken says it was shown off to great 
advantage when the sides were let 
down, and work was carried out in 
the most efficient manner, 
This was a source of great 
admiration to the French 
people, who collected round, 
and when tea was made in 
the van on the stove they 
thought it was just fantastic! 
Richardson goes on to say 
that the general performance 
and speed of the vehicle was 


very good. 

‘The Mobile Workshop, 
sponsored by the Midland 
Automobile Club, and sub- 
scribed for by British Motor 
Clubs, was completed and 
handed over to the B.R.M. 
Trust by Col. Goldie Gardner 
at Shelsley Walsh on 23rd 
September. The M.A.C. spon- 
sored this project in recog- 
nition of Raymond Mays's 
Jong association with the club 
{of which he has now been 


made an Honorary Life Member), 
and Shelsley in particular, and also 
as a mark of appreciation of his 
great endeavours and tenacity in 
bringing the B.R.M. to fruition, 
with which sentiments all will agree. 
The workshop body, designed and 
built by Wilsdon and Co., Ltd., of 
Solihull, is mounted on a Commer 
Avenger coach chassis with under- 
floor engine, and fitted with Eaton 
2-speed axle, and, with the interior 
equipment, has resulted in a very 
handsome and practical vehicle. 
The equipment consists of a self- 
starting 230 v. petrol generating set, 
@ compressor set, and tank mounted 
‘on a special frame underneath the 
body, both being easily accessible by 
removable panels on the outside of 
the body. Inside, on the near-side, 
are benches, vices, surface plates, 
arbor press, etc., and a 44 in. Boxford 
lathe. A radial drill is mounted on 
‘one of the benches, as well as a tool 
grinder, all machine tools being 
motorized. On the offside are mount- 
ed steel storage cupboards, control 
board for the generating set, and 
battery charging; and cable winders 
for inspection lamps. At the rear 
end are carried the oxy-acetylene 
bottles and torches; spare wheels and 
the pit refuelling apparatus. 
Fluorescent lighting is installed in- 
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side the vehicle, and in addition, 
special batteries supply current for 
pilot lights to be used when the 
generator set is not running. 

A large area of the near-side of the 
body hinges up to form, with ap- 
propriate screening, a compartment 
into which a racing car can be run 
and worked upon. Plugs and nozzles 
for electric and compressed air tools 
‘are provided on the inside and out- 
side of the body. Shear legs and 
tackle are also fitted for lifting the 
front or back of a car. The spacious 
cab can accommodate four people, 
including the driver. Calor Gas and 
stove provide for cooking and heat- 
ing if necessary, and there is ample 
room over the cab for storage of 
bedding and personal effects of the 
crew. Inside the body is mounted a 
plate, inscribed on which are the 
names of all the subscribing clubs 
and donors of equipment. The rear 
end of the vehicle has illuminated 
number plates, G.B. plate, and traffic 
direction signals. Dimensions of the 
int are 23 ft. x 6ft. 11 in., there 
being ample room for working. 
Paraffin tanks are built under the 
floor with outside filling arrangements 
as are also the two 24-gallon petrol 
tanks. The paintwork outside is 
black, relieved by chromium decora- 
tive beading and stainless steel cut- 
out letters, and the B.R.M. motif. 


THE OPPOSITION. | First blood in the 


Grand Pr 
(ight), Ferrari No. 1 driver, who won the 
'Penya Rhin race at Barcelona, 
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Correspondence 


WE ate delighted to receive letters intended for 
publication. We do not insist on typewritten copy, 
but please write in a hand we can decipher, and on one 
side of the note-paper. The Editor is noi, of course, 
bound to be in agreement with opinions expressed by 
readers, but this does not mean that subjects will be 
excluded on these grounds. 


A member of the Company of Veteran Motorists, 1 should lke 
to air my views regarding the lack of roadworthiness of certain 
“Trials Specials” which have appeared recently. Apparently their 
constructors’ idea is to make a vehicle so tail heavy that its manage~ 
‘ment on the road is a matter of sheer luck, and they constitute a 
grave danger to other road users. Also, they tend to kill the sport, for 

(a) They are very specialized, expensive to build, and the amateur 

home builder cannot hope to compete with them successfully. 

(b) They are transported to and from events either on the back of a 

truck or behind a saloon. (This latter should be banned 
immediately by club secretaries in their regulations for events. 
Vehicles should be driven al! the way to an event, and back, 
if still mechanically sound.) 

The R.A.C. should modify their regulations for vehicles taki 
part in trials and rallies, to include full weather equipment (hood, 
tonneau cover, screen wipers). 

In case readers should form wrong opinions, I would add that all 
my private transport—to and from business, holidays, shopping, 
etc.—is conducted in a home-built “Trials Special” which T find 
"“Pisally.T have boon Sonpeting ails regularly, wich 

‘inally, ave competing in trials regularly, with varying 
success, since 1947, with the same car that I use every day. 
S. A. CRACKNELL. 


Kino's Norton, BirMinoHam. 


"Tine being much talk about the unblown 44-litre G.P. Ferrari's 
challenge in G.P. racing, why not a British 4j-litre G.P. car 
to supplement the B.R.M. effort next season? 

‘Where could such a car come from in so short a time? As you 
may know, the Ferrari came from “decision to build" to “rst 
victory” in ‘one year, but I suggest we already have a suitable power 
unit in the 1939 Vi2 Le Mans Lagonda, which, modified in the 
light of present knowledge and highly tuned, would be an admirable 
unit, The Le Mans Lagonda, which was only really let off the lead 
at the 1939 August B.A.R.C. meeting at Brooklands, lapped the 
Outer Circuit at 132.81 m.p.h. and had a maximum of 145 m.p.h. 
Thi pe tee ely ae and 
body being unaltered from Le Mans form. Place this engine 
suitable G.P. chassis body and I am sure we would have something. 

‘The reliability of the unblown "44" is greater than the 
blown “14”, also it will run through a G.P. race on a tankful of fuel. 
Is there a chance of two British challengers next season, the B.R.M. 
and the B.R.L. (British Racing Lagonda)? 


H. M. Woopcock.. 
ALLosTock, CHESHIRE. 


_ This complaint is apparently based upon the fact that, in those 
circumstances, the tough, hard-motoring, “for-the-sport-alone” 
enthusiasts (7) have to drive their vehicles over the intervening 
miles before they can reach their trailers or plain vans or the warmth 


and comfort of their attendant super-heated, fur-lined saloon cars! 
‘This really is the end!!! 


Trials often used to finish 100 miles away from the start and f, 
for one, do not want to start and finish my trials at the same spot 
just because six competitors want to bring their cars on trailers. 
‘The eversincreasing discussions as 10 


‘oF not trailers and 


"This part of the problem, to my rind, is easy, The followin 
i incorporated in all trials regs., would probably be 


1 cannot imagine that any fitor who has been using such 
devices would risk being deprived of the Best Performance award 
through one of the other competitors, or passengers, or wives, OF 
friends, or marshals, or spectators, reporting that they had seen 
the car in question being conveyed, at some part of its journey, 
by a means other than under its own power. 

Certainly provision would have to be made for towing or lifting 
‘asa result of accident or mzchanical breakdown during the journey. 
This, however, could easily be covered by an extension of the 
regulation specifying the genuineness of such breakdown and 
making the circumstances subject to investigation. A tricky type 
might get away ‘once on these lines, but certainly not regularly. 

For these reasons, I do not think that the implementation of 
such a decision would be difficult. The real point, however, is as 
to whether trials cars should have to travel to and from events 
under their own power. 

In my view, unless this does become a regulation, there will be 
no limit to which the unsuitability of trials cars for' the road will 
reach. A point would eventually be reached where successful 
competition would be out of the reach of any but those whose 
‘means were considerable. 
equrther, the vehicles would become ever more unsafe in the 

fort to something that could go up anything, quite 
less of its other qualities. Certain it is that a car, i spared te 
continuous journeys to and from events, stands a better chance of 
Temaining in one piece during the event. “Also, it can certainly be 
a better hill-climber if it does not have to be reasonable for the 

L enjoy the journey to and from events, in very bad weather 
conditions, and I do not want to be deprived of this enjoyment in 
‘order to make it possible for me to compete with others without 
being hopelessly outclassed. 

It could be, of course, that my thoughts on this matter are 
coloured by my remembrance of the different spirit amongst com- 
petitors during the years between 1933 and the outbreak of war, 
when travelling to and from events was part of the fun, and that i 
am living in the past. 

Perhaps these columns in your greatly appreciated journal may 
provide the answer, 


Micnaet H. Lawson, 
‘THorNTON HEATH. 


Othe guest for finances for the B.R.M., may I offer my own, 
humble solution. Surely it rests with Members of Parliament 
10 force a bill to cover the expense. 

To further British aviation, an equivalent of five shillings per 
head of the population was subscribed, through taxation, on the 
mighty Brabazon,, This, we are informed, was to build and fly an 

ft that would gain us prestige and export orders from abroad 

for British aircraft. Surely then a mere 6d. per head from the same 

source could be arranged for the development of another British 

masterpiece of engineering, which should reap similar dividends in 

_ The following motor racing has in Argentina alone could 

‘warrant its being a worth-while investment, Meanwhile best wishes. 
for success to B.R.M. 

L. N. Gace, 


Pecknam, S.E.15. 
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article “Why not a Hall-litre 200 Miles Race?” certainly 
‘Yscr'me thinking” Would race of this Gara 


duration really be a 


ad 


i 


10 become rather boring simply because few of the cars 
last the full distance. Surely a race of two hundred miles would 
fail to be exciting, being instead, a survival of the fittest, 

‘We are all aware of the gigantic strides made by “500s” during the 
last few years, but really two hundred miles! multi-cylinders 
and shaft drive become universal, as 1 am sure they will do in the 
near future, then, long distance racing could be success 
fully undertaken: until then let's keep "S00" races short, and what 
they have proved to be, very sweet. 

W. 3. Wicoussworrt. 


| 


. 
. 
. 


that so) 
subject 


amateur. 
Presumably some of these writers are S00 Club members and 
trcuid they wot be, it would be good for them and the movement 


it 
Fave written on 


if the Thave been 
Hit el dos rames of feces tring tae 30 Coots Koes oo pee 
at the moment available and so perhaps 1 shall never know ifthe 
“it scems lo me that sitbough the written word i good for let 
‘wri 
off steam, could be carried out by those interested 
in the orignal aims and ideals of the 500 movement by attending 
decided for i 
rather poorly supported 
2 
letter written by the sccre’ary of the club in which he states that 
“itis sad but i 
+500" 
forms”. 
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and obviously the former does not shine, nor will he have any 
of doing so until something is altered. Handicapping may 

ist, but complete segregation of amateurs and professionals is 
answer. 

M jin consider my of the 60 Ib. weight advan- 
to mateo “tam ary Me Brooker, but Ys contend 
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Mr. Gregor Grant 
thered much over 
power of the E.R.A. engines was 


i 
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T.C. in steering, as the 
move about at low speeds, 

nd controllable at high 
for 


i 
i 
: 
y 


0 
y road anything remotely oon- 


i 
i 
8 


book dealit 
“a'doing” . 

‘Whilst possessing the necessary skill to do the mechanical work 
jinst some problem or snag that 


‘waste of time and energy, not to mention precious 
‘could well be avoided with a little guidance, here and 


1 feel that there must be many others among the readers of this 
je f, would welcome a 


Sid componcet lightening, fcc of diferent types of phog. ele, 
ing, effect tf x 
and particularly the tuning and various ions for that 


favourite of Specials prime movers, the 1,172 ¢<, Ford. 
(Articles on this subject will shortly appear—Ed). 
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News 


THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Jersey M.C. and L.C.C, News 
Bo SANGAN was unanimously re- 

elected as President of the club 
at the recent A.G.M. Frank Le 
Gallais continues as Captain of the 
Car Section, with G. L. Aspland as 
Vice-Captain, and H. W. Rawnsley- 
Gurd and Phil Durey remain General 
Secretary and Hon. Treasurer re- 
spectively. The annual dinner has 
been fixed for Ist February, at Mer- 
ton’s Hotel, St. Helier, His Excel- 
lency Sir Edward Grasset and Lady 
Grasset, and the Bailiff and Lady 
Coutanche have accepted invitations. 

A good idea, which might be 
copied by mainland clubs, is the 
inauguration of a Supporters’ Club. 
‘Nearly 200 members have been en- 
rolled. Subscription is 2s. 6d. for all 
time. 


HALLAMSHIRE STAR 
Mick Beardshaw Well Ahead 


ICK BEARDSHAW, new owner of 

Wharton's famous KHA 1, has 
jumped to what looks like an_un- 
assailable position for the Sheffield 
and Hallamshire “Hallamshire Star”. 
His total to date is ninety-five points; 
next best are R. A. Hopkinson (62) 
and A. Aldred (58). 

Annual dinner-dance of the club 
will take place at the Grand Hotel, 
Sheffield on 12th January. As a 
matter of interest the S. and H. M.C. 
will shortly become a limited com- 
pany. 


. . . 


BUGATTI REGISTER 
B.O.C. Seck Information 


Tit Busatti Owners’ Club desire 
to compile a register of all 
Bugatti cars in this country, and 
seek the co-operation and assistance 
of all owners, even though they 
may not be members of the B.O.C. 

When completed the register should 
be of great interest and value, not 
only to the club but to actual and 
potential Bugattisti. Those willing 
to assist with information are re- 
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from the Clubs 


WINNER UP—“Bill” Sleeman’s Special shakes a wheel as it crests @ snow-covered 
slope during the Shropshire Trial. He won the Premier Award. 


quested to write to E. J, Newton, 
B.O.C, Competition Committee, 
“Squirrels”, Talbot Avenue, Streetly, 
Sutton Coldfield, 


LOUGHBOROUGH COLLEGE 
MOTOR CLUB 


Reunion Week-end Mooted 


i i club has recently obtained 
fficial recognition by the R.A.C, 
‘Competitions Committee and intends 
to go ahead with a full programme 
for next year. It is felt that many ex- 
members would like to be kept in 
touch with the club’s activities and if 
sufficient support is forthcoming 
some sort of reunion week-end con- 
sisting of a competition and natter 
may be arranged. Anyone who is 
interested is requested to write to 


the Hon. Secretary, J. V. Skirrow, 
L.C.M.C., Loughborough College, 
Loughborough 


. . . 


BRISTOL FILM SHOW 


1950 Retrospect 


HERE were about one hundred 

members present when the club 
held its film show at The Ship Hotel, 
Alveston, on Ist December. 

The show started off with the 
Shell production Royal Silverstone, 
which covers the Grand Prix d’Europe 
and the R.A.C. “S00” races held on 
13th May last. This is an excellent 
production and one which is on the 
“must be seen” list. 

An extensive film of 1950 club 
events followed, containing shots 
from the John Bull car trial, the 
John Douglas motor cycle trial, a 
gymkhana, the Lulsgate race meeting 
and both meetings held on the Castle 
Combe Circuit. Finally there was a 
“stop press” edition of this year’s 
“Fedden”. Altogether it was a 
first-class evening bringing back 
many happy memories of the club's 
sporting year. 
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HAGLEY 
ANNUAL DINNER-DANCE 


H2. on 8th December, at the 
Queen Mary Ballroom, Dudley 
Zoo, the annual dinner-dance of the 
Hagley and District L.C.C. was voted 
by all present as being the “best 
ever". Maestro Bill Cox, ably sup- 
ported by others to the tune of 200 
plus, including President G. T. 1. 
Taylor, Ken Rawlings, Bill Hadley, 
“Lucky” Lew Tracey and other 
Hagley stalwarts, let their hair down 
to such effect, that riotous revelry 
prevailed. At one period Arthur 
(Man of Music) Raybould’s “Loud 
Hailer” proved incapable of making 
itself heard above the “gentle hum 
of polite conversation”, and draw 
tickets came out of the hat unheeded. 

By | a.m. “Lucky” was ready for 
bed, attired in a natty suit of striped 
pyjamas, Fortunately Mrs. Tracey 
persuaded him to stay awake till the 
end. Rawlings appeared attired in 
hunting pinks and yellow bowler 
hat! Ron Lowe made raucous noises 
with a hunting horn, and Doug 
Lawton’s Torquay Souvenir “Boiler 
Trout” acquired even more auto- 
graphs. 

Verily a fine function, albeit a 
trifle noisy, but Hagley folk feel that 
the “annual” is an occasion for 
letting off steam and really going to 
town in the matter of enjoyment. 


WEST ESSEX “ANNUAL” 


Tix, large. dining-room at the 
Manor Hall, Cnigwell, was packed 
to capacity on 8th December, for the 
annual dinner-dance of the West 
Essex C.C. This club goes from 
Strength to strength, and the member- 
ship now exceeds 250, which is a 
remarkable achievement considering 
that it was formed just over three 
ears ago, during those dark, basic~ 
less days. 

“The Club” was proposed by the 
Editor of Autosport, who said that 
the rapid expansion of the W.E.C.C. 
was undoubtedly due to the fact that 
the committee put the wishes of the 
members before anything else, and, 
in keeping entry fees low, encouraged 
people to enter events who could not 
possibly afford the often high fees 
demanded by one or two other clubs. 
He also complimented the club on 
producing drivers of the calibre of 
Dick Jacobs and George Phillips in 
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road racing, and in having George 
(Jaguar) Matthews as Competitions 
Seer 


retary. 

W. E. Roberts, chairman of the 
committee, replied, and after strug- 
gling with a microphone which gave 
off peculiar whistling noises, finally 
raised his voice and said his say un- 
aided. During his remarks he 
referred to the enthusiasm of Dick 
Jacobs, the late “Wag” Warden, Jim 
and Pail Bareham and others, which 
had caused the club to come into 
being. 

The toast “Our Guests”, was in 
the capable hands of Godfrey Imhof, 
and he stated that West Essex, 
althoug’: not primarily a trials club, 
provided events that were tremendous 
fun in which to compete, “Goff” 
instanced the Hendon Police College 
Police skid-patch affair as having 
given more than considerable pleas- 
ure to all entrants, T. Anderson, who 
presided, replied. He referred to the 
fact that every instructor in the 
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Essex Police School of Driving was 
a member of West Essex C.C. 
George Matthews reeled off a long 
list of successes in important events 
by club members, including Stirling 
Moss, Leslie Johnson, Dick Jacobs, 
and ‘George Phillips. He also 
assured W.E.C.C.’s staunchest mud- 
plugger, Tony Rumfitt, that if more 
entries were forthcoming, he would 
consider organizing pukka trials, 
Presentation of awards was made 
by Nina Imhof, and before the general 
distribution, Mrs. Warden presented 
the Warden Memorial Trophy to the 
club. So soon as tables were cleared, 
Joe Daniels and his Hot Shots took 
over, and jive prevailed until the early 


hours. 

STOP PRESS. Jim Bareham tells us 
that over £10 was taken in a “penny 
on the drum” collection for the 
B.R.M.A., and that the W.E.C.C, 
has sent in more new B.R.M.A, 
members than any other club, 

(continued overleaf) 


EVENING DRESS OPTIONAL. Anyway a trio at the Hagley Club's annual 

inner-dance on 8th December couldn't care less, Left to right, G. Spier, Johnny 

Lennard ond “Lucky” Lew Tracey Photo by Don Wilson of ‘Morland Braithwaite 
Lid., Hall Green. 


News from the Clubs—continued 


SUNBEAM CAR REGISTER 
Aston Rowant Treasure Hunt 
A TREASURE HUNT confined to 

Wolverhampton Sunbeam cars 
took place near Aston Rowant with 
the “Lambert Arms” hotel as its 
headquarters, on 9th December. 
Competitors had to find their way 
round the route by solving clues, 
not all of which were straight- 
forward grid references, and also 
had to collect “treasure” such as a 
Highway Code, New Car Registra- 
tion Application form stamped with 
a Post Office date stamp, etc. The 
event started in novel fashion when 
navigators had to take a ride on a 
single-track railway, drivers having 
to find the next station down the 
line and collect them—a sure case 
of bringing the motorist to the 
railway! The event was organized 
by Mrs. W. Boddy, Registrar of the 
recently-formed Sunbeam Car Reg- 
ister, which now has over 180 pre- 
1935 Sunbeams amongst its 
members. 


PROVISIONAL RESULTS 


1, J. M. Maxwell, Navigator Mrs. Max 
well (Twenty-five saloon), 218 marks. 2, 


L. A, Dopping-Hepenstal, Navigator S. R- 
‘Webb (Sixteen coupé), 189; 3, F. W. Joyce, 
Navigator A. J. Joyce (Sixteen saloon), 168. 


* * . 


TENBY CLUB RUNS 
Winter Activity at Lydstep 
An™, successful Sunday Social 

Run was organized by the Tenby 
M.C. for Sunday, 26th November 
last, and although fewer members 
turned up than were expected, those 


taking part thoroughly enjoyed the 
run through some of tne lesser 
known country in the locality. Every 
competitor missed the first check 
point, the unfortunate checker spend- 
ing a chilly and fruitless two hours 
while competitors went another way. 
In the sports car class L. Blanchard 
proved best, while E. Molyneux, the 
Club Secretary, won the Standard 
car award. 

An “Eve of Christmas” run on 
similar lines is being organized for 
Wednesday, 20th December, starting 
from Lydstep at 7 p.m. The Tenby 
Club's annual dinner is booked for 
Sth January, and the A.G.M. for 
9th January. 


* . . 


M.M.E.C. MAKE MERRY 

E was a happy crowd that as- 

sembled at the Imperial Hotel, 
Birmingaam, on 6th December for 
the annual dinner of the Midland 
Motoring Enthusiasts’ Club. Stewart 
Forrest was in the chair and during 
the course of a short speech, appealed 
to members that if anyone should 
hear tell of a suitable sprint venue to 


‘COMING ATTRACTIONS 
December 16, Sporting Owner Drivers’ 
Club. Night Navigation Trial. Start 
10 p.m.," The George”, Dorchester« 
BLA.C. 1980 Trials Champonship. 
‘Start9.31 a.m., Montpelier Gardens, 


‘Cheltenham. 
December 17. Sheffield and Hallam- 
shire M.C. Christmas Trial. 
NN. London Enthusiasts’ C.C. Christ« 
mas Trial, Herts. 
December 19. A.M. Owners’ Club 
Christmas Cocktail Party, 7 pi, 
Cock Tavern, Fleet Street, E.C.4. 


ABBREVIATION—A “Shropshire” shot of 

Murray Austin’s well-known Lancia Lambda 

with considerably shortened wheelbase, but 
retaining the original excellent i.f-3. 


replace the Austin Airfield course, 
he would be pleased to have particu- 
lars. The toast “The Club”, was 
proposed by Jack (“Wasp”) Moor 
who remarked that when he first 
appeared at Shelsley Walsh, his 
friends referred to him as a “shock- 
haired young fool”. Nowadays he 
himself was convinced that he was: 
“a hairless old idiot who should 
know better!” Which remark was, 
of course, greeted with shouts of 
“No, no!” 

“The Sport” was proposed by 
Murray Austin, who related a couple 
of his special “mixed company” tales, 
The reply was undertaken by John 
Eason Gibson, who told some stories 
out of school dealing with Continen- 
tal racing drivers. Mrs, Murray 
Austin presented the prizes, and the 
silver cup awarded annually to the 
person doing most service to the club 
was awarded to popular secretary, 
Joan Angell. 

Speech-making was concluded by 
the Editor of Aurosporr, after whicl 
Alick Pitts proceeded to lap the 
dining-room in a beautiful, electri- 
cally-driven model of a Brooklands 
3-litre Bentley. 


. . . 


WEST HANTS AND DORSET 


HE annual general meeting of the 
West Hants and Dorset C.C. was 
held at the Grand Hotel, Bourne- 
mouth on 4th December. C. B. K. 
Milnes, 1950 Chairman, mentioned 
that the club had been re-started in 
November, 1945, George Hartwell, 
E. P. (Joe) Huxham, C. Oldham and 
he had put fifty shillings each into 
the kitty to help re-form. Present 
membership had already reached 
450. 
Treasurer Huxham stated that the 
club now had a satisfactory balance 
fficials were 
elected for 1951: President, George 
Hartwell; Vice-presidents, C. F. B. 
Bassil, C. B. K. Milnes and Conrad 
Oldham; Chairman, T. Bryant; Vice- 
chairman, B. Peters; Hon. Secretary, 
Mrs. J. B. Jesty; Treasurer, E. P. 
Huxham; Competitions Secretary, 
D. S. Ship; Trials Secretary, B. 
Peters; Club Captain, J. B. Jesty; 
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Social Secretary, A. E. Morrish; 
Press Secretary, R. R. Mountford. 

Amongst the 1951 fixtures would 
‘be an International race meeting in 
July. The Knott Cup Trial was fixed 
for 23rd September. The Chairman 
said that D. S. Ship had come in for 
a great deal of unfair and unwarran- 
ted criticism in consequence of fatal 
accidents at Blandford. The meeting 
expressed an unanimous vote of cor 
fidence in Mr. Ship—a motion which 
Autosport would like to support 
wholeheartedly. 


. . . 
NORTHERN IRELAND HANNA 
CUP TRIAL 


Trevor Spence Collects New Trophy 
North of Ireland M.C, had the 

same worry as the Newry lads 
last Saturday, and for the same 
reason—clashing of events. Only 
nine members undertook the thirty- 
mile run in Co. "Derry for the first 
resentation of the new Hanna 
rophy, given to the club at their 
annual dinner on the previous Thurs- 
day, The clearing of last week's 
heavy snow made the trial rather 
easier than the Omagh and District 
M.C.’s recent event over similar 
country, only one observed section 
being included in the seven tests, 


This is made necessary by the pre- 
ponderance of saloon owners among 
the club’s membership, and the suc- 
cess of the organization may be 
judged by the narrow margin be- 
‘tween the winning saloon and the 
“special” which took second place. 
The participants voted it an excellent 
afternoon's sport, brought to a close 
by a first-rate dinner at the Metro- 
pole Hotel, Londonderry. 


‘Sydney Hanna Perpetual Challenge Cup— 

4. P'Spence (Ford Anglia), 124 marks lost 

Second Place—C. Stuart (Ford 
Special), 127.9. 


(she sea ae B. Stuart; 
oT. 


| ae sheer bad luck for the Newry 
and District Motor Club that their 
well-organized Invitation Trial, held 
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last Saturday over a very sporting 
six and a quarter mile course in the 
Mournes, coincided with two other 
trials, one in the north and the other 
in the south of Ireland. Conse- 
quently a sadly-depleted field took the 
dyed road from Mayobridge to 
sample the terrain. Deserving winner 
of the McMullan Cup was Chris. 
Lindsay in his Ford Special, who 
added another feather to a cap which 
must now resemble a Red Indian 
head-dress, although he covered most 
of the course without the use of his 
clutch, having bent the rod on one 
of the many rocks. 


Edentrumly in Fine Fettle 


The first hill, Edentrumly, was in 
fine fettle, and failed all except 
Lindsay, W. Scott (M.G.) and 
Wilbert Todd (Humber) on the first 
lap. Unluckiest man was C, W. Eyre- 
Maunsell who, after desperate work 
to replace a cracked head on his 
H.R.G., finally arrived late in a 
Hillman Minx Saloon and made a 
courageous attempt at the hill, 
breaking up his diff. in a matter of 
seconds. A timed climb of Bally 
valley, which rises 200 feet in half a 
mile and offers two hairpins and a 
watersplash, gave best to Wilbert 
Todd with 1 min. 23 secs., a time 
which was actually seven seconds 
inside the set allowance. Slieve Roe 
fooled nobody except Wallace Hen- 
derson in his game little Austin 7 
Beachwaggon. Ballyaghally Hairpin 
also proved too much for the wee 
Austin, but Eric Rowland (Morris 8) 
confounded the organizers by beet- 
ling round in one go, although two 
bites at the cherry were permitted. 


‘The Second Lap 

Everyone seemed to pull their 
socks up for the second lap, and all 
climbed Edentrumly at the second 
attempt except Rowland, despite his 
passenger's determined bouncing and 
pushing. Mrs. Eileen Atkinson was 
delayed by obscure petrol feed 
bothers, but got things sorted and 
made a fine climb, Wilbert Todd 
again put up best time at Ballyvalley, 
although it took him another eleven 
seconds this time, and all romped 
through Slieve Roe. Henderson 
deprived his tyres of a little air, and 
conquered Ballyaghally, but Cham- 
bers (TD M.G.) slipped up. Best 
time over the whole course was set 
by Change-on-the-revs Lindsay. 
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A welcome mug of hot soup at the 
bottom of Edentrumly was followed 
by a quick dash to the Alexandra 
Café, Warrenpoint, for something a 
little more substantial, after which 
the results were announced. 


‘McMullan Perpetual Replica— 
C.F. C. Lindsay Mord Sp), 12 126 marks. 
‘Second Place (Club Car 


( ‘Badge)—W, 

Todd (Humber Sp.), 113. 
‘Holt Perpetual Replica (Newry. 
rae tm C.E. J. Atkinson (Ford 


‘Saloon Car Prize—W. W. Henderson 
(Austin Seven), 


* . * 


BUGATTI OWNERS’ CLUB WELSH 
RALLY 
Provisional Results 
Best Performance—E. J. G. Madgwick 
(Austin 10 Saloon), es point Virginia 
Best Performance, Member— 
wi ‘A. L, Cook “alice Besliy) Virginia 


Whirsi Class Awards—E. O'Hanlon (M.G. 
7), Swasforé-on-Avon; A 
flitre Bentley ‘Stratford: R i nS sank 
fauxhall Velox), Chippenham; N. W. 
ilton (M.G. TD}, Stratford; T. 
‘auxhall Wyvern), Stratford. 
‘Awards—W. Porter 
tt ee Stratford; C. *¢? H. Lui 
It 760), Stratford; R. White-Smi 
; A. F. Brookes 
€. Hobbs 
‘ord, a 1 ‘Virginia Water; C. F. Neam 


), Stratford; J.'M, Readings 
TD), Stratford. 
. . * 


Forthcoming “Annuals” 

BT.D.A., ae Hotel, Chelten- 
ham, 8 p.m., 1 iber. 

Hants and ‘Berke M.C., Wheat- 
sheaf Hotel, Virginia Water, 15th 
December. 

Carmarthen M.C. and L.C.C., 
Drill Hall, Carmarthen, 7.30 p.m., 
15th December. 

Tenby Motor Club, St. Brides 
Hotel, Saundersfoot, 7.30 p.m., 
Sth January. 

Sheffield and Hallamshire M.C., 
Grand Hotel, Sheffield, 12th January. 

Jersey M.C. and L.C.C., Merton 
Hotel, St. Helier, 7.30 p.m, Ist 


February. 
Half-Litre Club, 2nd February. 
(More Sporting News on page 544) 


THE CAR AND MOTOR CYCLE HIRE PURCHASE 
SPECIALISTS 


200 USED CARS — 200 NEW MOTOR CYCLES — 250 USED MOTOR CYCLES 


1949 Lloyd 650 c.., colour Mail red, with light brown 1936 Ford 10 chassis. This vehicle is ideal for trials and 
upholstery. Low mileage. 399 gns. — for the — who is prepared to aw body. 
1936 Jaguar 2}-litre 4-door sports sun saloon. Finished in ttings complete. 
original blue, excellent runner. 249 gns. 1939 B.S-A. Scout 2-sca 
1939 Hillman Minx. Fitted with a special sports-touring 
‘open 4-seater body. Engine hotted up. Suitable for trials 
gns. 
1934 MG. J2 sports 2-seater, resprayed maroon with 
leather upholstery to mateh. ‘Engine has been recently 
overhauled and resleeved to manufacturer's specification. 
Very attractive, 249 gns. 
A FEW PICKED AT RANDOM FROM OUR SEVEN KINGS BRANCH — SEVEN KINGS 4066 
1933 Rover Speed 14 sports saloon. Large diameter head- 1933 M.G. Magna Continental Salonette, black with yellow 
lights. Rudge hubs, ENV close ratio gearbox, many wheels, super condition throughout, De-froster and many 
extras. 123 gns. extras. 149 gns. 
1937 Opel 12 Cadet, excellent mechani 1936 $.S. Jaguar 2}-litre sports saloon, almost new tyres, 
fair interior, new tyres, a really speci ‘engine just reconditioned, very attractive car, 249 gns. 
TOP WEIGHT GIVEN IN PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR PRESENT CAR OR MOTOR CYCLE 
HIRE PURCHASE SETTLED 


NO FORMALITIES — NO GUARANTORS — NO BUNKUM 


ome RAYMOND WAY | 22:0 


SIX DAYS MAIDA VALE 6044 
pra KILBURN, N.W.6 erat 


KILBURN PARK (BAKERLOO LINE) 150 YARDS 


SPRINGBOK MOTORS 
offer 


BENTLEY, 1926, Red Label 3-litre V.d.P. Tourer, fitted 
1930 engine in original condition throughout, brand new 
hood, side-screens, etc., in maroon mohair, body finished 
in duo-green, three owners only since new.’ Mechanicall 
excellent, taxed. £265, 

CLK $, the famous ex-Ken Hutchison Allard Special 
fitted ‘with Bugatti works body, twin filler caps, Scintilla 
mag., winrer of many awards, 100 m.p.h. plus, 6 almost 
new tyres, terrific acceleration, rebuilt and re-registered 


1948, £10 tax. a 
23.9 h.p., 2-seater drop- 
ion, grey feather, excellent 

tyres, very fast, just been de-coked, genuine 21 m.p.2. 


—— 


Riley “9°? Replicas 


Accessibility means time and money to both owner and 


manufacturer. This layout, with integral bulkhead (guar- 

‘anteed to pass the scrutineer) and easy front engine mounting 

‘enables ready removal of the engine vertically. The bulkhead 

also acts as a chassis member and for the purpose of mounting 

riven auxiliaries may be regarded as part of the engire. 
r 


‘The steering box is mount ith two “U™ clamps, one 
either side, thus ensuring stiffness and accurate control 
and allowing easy adjustment for rake. 


Amberley Engineering Company 


Codmore Hill, Pulborough, Sussex Tel. 183 


Other stock includes 3-litre Invi 
‘Magna, Austin Seven Tourer, M.G. Midget, 
Lagonda Saloon, Triumph Twelve Saloon, etc. 

We welcome your enquiries. Write, phone or call for tm 
mediate personal attention 10 


SPRINGBOK MOTORS 


141, 143 Green Lane, Palmers Green, London, N.13 
BOWes Park 5740 


We urgently require sports cars of choracter 
Get our offer first 


RICHARDS a and BROWN 


Bugatti 3.3-litre rouse ss arseater, has completed 1,000 
Lage ee rete at 
c su a-litre 4-seater sports 
Tourer, extellent tonneau, Hood and screens, 18-inch 
wheels, Proos, wind tone horns, in very good all-round. 
order, late 1932 model. £325. 
Frazer-Nash Boulogne Vitesse tj-litre recently com- 
pletely rebuilt, some spares. £225. 
Bentley 4b-litre’2/3 seats, exceptional condition and per- 
formance. 


‘We are always 5 iareited os tame photographs and details 
of any sports or vintage car for disposal. 


2 RINGERS ROAD, BROMLEY, KENT 
Phone: Ravensbourne 7 


(2 mins. Bromley South Station) 


B. & G. MOTORS—Sports Car Specialists 


Wolseley, Hornet Daytona, 12 hp, open spor 4acater, 
Rebores, new pistons, crank hia wen 
y Encclcar hood snd screens. 405, we 


Netype Magnette open 4-seater. Black. Fast car. £195. 


Salon de Lyre, Hecllsloned blue, Mechanically excellent 
‘New battery etc 
M.G. 8 hp. special EN 
‘control, ‘ue ywept scuttles, etc. Son — is gus. 
7 open f-seater with excellent hood und screens, Mechanically 
‘ccalsat’ Goes on the easter” Tel sconmmicll runabout: £4 
Termt. Exchanges. Insurances effected on premise. 


‘ldflat screen, remote 


24 Early Mews, Arlington Road. Camden Town, N.W.1 


‘GULiiver 3578 


GALLAY... 


RADIATORS * FUEL TANKS 

AND OIL COOLERS 

have been used successfully 
for many years 


CONSULT US ON ALL PROBLEMS 


GALLAY LTD. 
Scrubs Lane, Willesden, London, N.W.10. 


Associated with DELANEY GALLAY Ltd. 
LADbroke 3644 


BRITTAINS = 


SOUTH WOODFORD «:: 


W. JACOBS & SON 


MILL GARAGE 


CHIGWELL ROAD Wanstead 0660 


THE MOST 
ENTHUSIASTIC SERVICE IN 
EAST LONDON AND ESSEX 


The GORDON GARAGE (Dulwich) Ltd. 


London and South-Eastern Counties 
Distributors and tuning specialists for 


THE DELLOW SPORTS CAR 


The car with over 60 awards in trials, hill-climbs 
and gymkhanas during 1950 


FACILITIES 


Agents for WADE Superchargers 
33/35 EAST DULWICH RD., LONDON, S.E.22 


WALTER WHITE (Engineers) Ltd. 


Sports and Racing Bodywork 


Built to Individual Specification 


5—6 MALVERN MEWS 


- KILBURN - N.W.6 


CAMBRIDGE ENGINEERING || SERVICES 


(Prop. L. M. Williams) 


ee | SUPPLIES 
Ll, ad & SPARES 


SAE him 
J. H. BARTLETT LTD. 


Cambridge Road, Tes larson Surrey 
Tel: Richmond 2126. 
THE ORIGINAL SPORTS CAR SPECIALISTS 
offer a very fine selection of 
. GUARANTEED SPORTS CARS 
sof all 
TOULMIN MOTORS Migs pertreance rit and ones cae 
Shepp cae bsieets alee Sioa 
ee eek, ae 27a PEMBRIDGE VILLAS, W.II 
The Roundabout, Hanworth, Feltham, Middx. BAYswater 0523 


ee oe | M.G. & FIAT SPARES SPECIALISTS 
SHIRLEY MOTORS — 
The Midlands enthusiasts for IN 
SPORTS, TRIALS. & RACING TUNING 


SPECIALIZED DELLOW a ee 
and service bites to oh DAREN ane OLD that SCREENS “BUCKET 
RGR: and all body equines 


Lia STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY, BIRMINGHAM 1s9 LONDON RD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


WANTED for spot cash Performance Cars 


CARS of ALL TYPES THE SPoRtS Si i ah 


Hours of tsnass Racing Cars, Sports Cars Tuurers and Dropheads, Specialised 
‘WHEKDAYS | ‘Service. Repairs and Spares for pre-tcar Rileys 
aarunDave Newer less than 30 Sports Cars im Stock "Immediate insurance, 
von? Hire Purchase on ANY car 


HAMPSTEAD HIGH ST., LONDON N.W.3 erat 
ee bbl gag cpt 21 DALEHAM MEWS, BELSIZE LANE, LONDON 


N.W.3 (FINCHLEY ROAD OR HELSIZF PARK TUBE STATIONS) 


Y MOTORS D. W. PRICE ) 


for ply ak Re 
ALWAYS HAVE a varied selection of While-you-wait lbs depots at: 
MORGAN THREE-WHEELERS 490492 Neasden Lane, N.W.I0_ 
and Sports Cars Culmore Road, Peckham, S.E.15 
HLP. Terms on all Cars: Exchanges with pleasure ch 
383 Northolt Read | ir. Parade, Enfield, eee 
M sovTn NARROW M ‘Tancred Street, Taunton, Somerset 
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News from the Clubs—continued 
‘CORNWALL VINTAGE CLUB 
DINE 


annual dinner of the Corn- 

wall Vintage Car Club was held 

at the Goonvrea Hotel, Perran- 
ar-worthal, on Saturday, 9th De- 
cts Some fifty-six sarees 
sts were present, including 

the Fresident, Prince Chula and 
Princess Chula, Some consternation 
‘by a sudden black-out 


Christmas revellers of an age long 
past. 

Messages of good wishes were 
received from the Editors of Motor 
Sport and Autosport, and also from 
Johnny Bryant, now in London, one 

f the founder members of the club. 


upor 
Cornwall Vintage Car Club. The 
trophy for the club’s September 


Rally and Driving Test, an inscribed 
tankard, was then presented by 
Prince Chula to the winner, R. 
E, Thwaites of Perran-ar-worthal. 


cigal 
nition of his services to the club. 
After inner, there 


facilities kindly provided by Mr. 
Hunt, “mine host” of the club's 
monthly meeting-place at the Chiver- 
ton Arms, Blackwater. 


. . . 
(FAIRLEY) WINS 
N.M.M.C, TRIAL 
Cuth Harrison Runner-up 
8G pHLurs and his Javelin- 
powered Fairley won the Com- 
mittee Cup for the best performance 
in the North Midland M.C.’s 
Autumn Trial on 10th December, 


December 15, 1950 


from a field of 27 starters. Cuth 

Harrison (Harford) was next best. 

Report and pictures will appear in 
issue. 


TS need to establish a synthetic 
rubber industry in the United 
Kingdom, even under concitions of 
an assured world peace, was stressed 
by Mr. G. E, Beharrell, Dunlop's 
managing s 

of the Rubber Industry dinner in 


British consumption of rubder has 
risen from 18,000 tons to 215,000 tons 
since 1921, and present day demands 
have brought new commercial and 
technical problems to the industry. 
The year 1950 has seen the revival 
ona scale of the world’s syn- 
thetic rubber industries, 

Price level 


important _ technical ts 
which would be required if a reason- 
able adjustment and 
demand was to be mait but 


technical and marketing research 
must be continued at the highest level. 


N.W.6. HAMpstead 6490 and 7327. 


9, 19303; 
RILEY 9, shows complee 1990-33 ening. 7100, 


r. 
M.G.BS ee eA Se Ot 


MANX Yortsn Engine, 1937, completely, recon 


in 
Jenkloe, $1 Purnie Avenue, 
W. Jacons ann gow, 
MILL GARAGE, 
CHIGWELL SOUT woopror> 


‘Wanstead 0660 

WE SPECIALIZE IN SPARES AND REPAIRS 

FORALL MODELS OF M.G. AND WOLSELEY 
CARS. 


TORS eee ita ae 


160 Birchwood Roed, 


750,55. FAR; evn, epondiionad, 
eon hare aigame C38, “BS 


Better Books Limited Booksellers 


Motor Racing Christmas Cards-by Roy Nockolds. 
A series of six Christmas Cards in black and white 
from Paintings by Roy Nockolds Mounted on 
Art Board with coloured borders. 9s. 8d. per dozen 
including postage and envelopes 
follows 


94 Charing Cross Rd WC2 TEM 6944 


a. Louis Chiron in a type 


Subjects as 


Bugatti. 


b. J. P. Wimile racing a 138 Alfa at Berne 
c, Sir H. Birkin racing a Bentley at Le Mans. 


d, Reg Parnell winning the Richmond Trophy at 
Goodwood with a Maserati 


e. Raymond Mays racing an E.R.A. at Shelsley 


Specialists in Motor Racing Books 


Blakes 


like motoring 


We have recently attended several 
Vintage Sports Car Club events, and 
have enjoyed ourselyes immensely. 


Of course we like Vintage motoring 
ourselves, which includes working on 
Vintage cars. And between ourselves 
of course, we do quite a good job of 
work too—try us! 


BLAKE 


The Northern Sports and Racing Car Specialists 
Tel: ROYAL 6622 


110 BOLD STREET, LIVERPOOL 1 


SPECIALIST 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


The interest and value of a car or 
component is invariably enhanced by 
a pictorial record, This specialized 
photography can be undertaken, 
whether it be the smallest detail 
or the complete car, at reasonable 
prices and with minimum delay 


ALL FORMS OF TECHNICAL PHOTOGRAPHY CAN, OF 
COURSE, BE UNDERTAKEN 


* 


Write, or telephone WEStern 9381 


HAMISH ORR-EWING 
33 Queen’s Gate Gardens, S.W.7 


SIMMONS °f CROYDON 


(CROydon 1537) 


Pays the best prices for:— 
Aston Martin International, 
Le Mans, Mark II, Ulster 
and 2-litre speed models 


Particulars of your car to this office will 
bring you an immediate reply and cash 
offer by return. 


Enquiries are also welcome 
from persons seeking Astons 


10la TAMWORTH ROAD 
WEST CROYDON 


OPEN 10 am. to I pm. SUNDAYS AND BANK HOLIDAYS 


You may not be able to buy him 
this for Christmas _ 


- / 
a 4 


oreven this 


Put you can give haw an annual 


Subscription to pot 


Subscription Rate £2.5.6 per annum (post free). 
Cheques, Money Orders, etc., should be crossed and made out to AUTOSPORT. 


Published by AUTOSPORT, 39 Great Wool Sot, London, Wain 
‘ond priniad by The Alcuin Pre, Webym Garden City, Herts 


